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INTRODUCTION
The gospel of Mark is a gift from God to people from every nation,
tribe, and language. It is a gift to people from every religious
background. It is a gift to people in every position in society, from
the very rich to the very poor. It is a gift to people who are highly
educated and to people who are not highly educated. It is a gift to
people who have tried to live a good life and to people who have lived
a very sinful life. The gospel of Mark is for all people.
In this book, Mark tells stories about Jesus and the people who
walked and talked with him. He writes about miracles that Jesus did.
These miracles are signs that Jesus is the King who was sent by God
to save people from their sin and from death (see John 20:30-31).
Some of the people in the book of Mark put their faith in Jesus. They
see the signs that he did and they understand that he has been
sent by God. They leave their old lives to follow him. Based on their
faith and on the death and resurrection of Jesus, they receive God’s
gracious gift of life. Other people in the book of Mark will not put their
faith in Jesus. They do not leave their old lives and do not follow him.
They refuse to accept God’s gracious gift of life.
All of these stories are true. Every word in Mark is “breathed out” by
God so that people might know and love and follow Jesus Christ (see
2 Timothy 3:16-17).
The book of Mark includes many quotations from the Old Testament.
These verses from the Old Testament prove that all Scripture is telling
the same story: the story of the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Mark’s gospel was written so that those who hear its words might
think deeply about their own need and about the greatness of Jesus
Christ. He is God’s gift to a very broken world. He is the King who
came to save people from sin and from death!
All glory to the great King!
Tom Kelby
August, 2014

Dear Reader,
Our prayer is that these notes will be a great help to you as you
read and consider the stunning truths found in the book of Mark.
Beyond this, we pray that these notes will be a help to you as
you proclaim these truths to others. That is why this book is called
A preacher’s guide to the book of Mark. The gospel is good
news that must be proclaimed.
The Scriptures are perfect. These notes, however, are not perfect.
I am certain that I have missed certain truths that Mark wanted
to proclaim. May the Spirit of Christ graciously overcome the
weaknesses evident in these notes, and may He lead you into
all truth as you study this book.
Tom Kelby
August 21, 2014

How to use this guide
3.

1.
This book contains the entire
gospel of Mark. The text of
Mark appears in the upper
portion of each page.

The study notes in the
lower portion of the
page are numbered.
These numbers are
red. The red numbers
next to each study note
are connected to a red
number appearing within
the text of Mark in the
upper portion of the page.
The numbers go together.
4.

2.
This book also contains study
notes that refer to certain
words or verses or sections
in Mark. These study notes
are located beneath the
Scripture passages in the
lower portion of each page.
The study notes are not
sermons. They are intended
to help the preacher discover
the meaning of the passage.

The study notes sometimes
list other passages of
Scripture. These passages
are sometimes from
the Old Testament and
sometimes from the New
Testament. These passages
should be carefully
examined because they
are connected to the
Scripture passage under
consideration in Mark.
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MARK 1

1 The beginning of the gospel2 of Jesus Christ,3 the Son of God.4

1

2

3

4

Genesis 1 starts with God and tells the story of his creation. Mark tells the story of the
good news of God’s new creation in Christ. However, Mark is just the “beginning” of the
story of the Christ. The good news of Jesus Christ is continuing to be told today and will
continue to be told for all eternity.
The gospel is the “good news” about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. See also Mark
1:14-15, 8:35, 10:29-31, 13:10, 14:9, 16:15. See also Romans 1:1-6, 1:16-17, and
1 Corinthians 15:1-11.
Christ is a title referring to God’s anointed King. It is a translation of the word
Messiah (see John 1:41). Mark declares, at the very beginning of this gospel, that
Jesus is the Christ, God’s anointed King. The title Christ is not used again in Mark
until Peter’s declaration that Jesus is the Christ in Mark 8:29. See also 9:41, 12:3537, 13:21, 14:61, and 15:32.
The title “Son of God” is used just three times in Mark. Even with this small number,
however, it is clear that the title is being emphasized by Mark. He does this by using the
title at the beginning (1:1) and at the end of the book (15:39). By placing the title at the
front and the back of the book, Mark demonstrates that this book tells the story of the
Son of God.
The first use of the title “Son of God” (1:1) is, in ways, a summary of the entire book.
Everything that Mark wants his readers to know about Jesus can be summarized in the
title “Son of God”. The second use of “Son of God” is in Mark 3:11. In that verse, Mark
reports that unclean spirits are declaring that Jesus is the “Son of God”. Jesus doesn’t
permit the demons to use this title in public (see Mark 3:12), however, it is significant
that, even though Jesus doesn’t want the demons to use the title in public, Mark wants
his readers to know that the demons recognize that Jesus is the Son of God. Mark wants
his readers to know that even God’s enemies recognize that Jesus is the Son of God!
The third and final use of the title “Son of God” is by the Roman centurion who watches
Jesus die (see 15:39). It may seem surprising that the centurion uses this title in regard to
Jesus. After all, he is a Gentile “sinner” who has been overseeing the crucifixion of Jesus.
However, the centurion’s use of the title emphasizes the glorious truth of the gospel. In
this verse we see a sinner who has, based on careful consideration of Jesus’ death, become
convinced that Jesus is God’s Son. The centurion is a picture of all who come to Christ.
All of us, because of our sins, are a part of Jesus’ crucifixion. We, like the centurion, are to
carefully consider Jesus’ death and to come to recognize that Jesus is the Son of God.
The title “Son of God” emphasizes at least four truths: (1) Jesus is the one upon whom
God the Father pours all of his love, favor, and blessing, (2) in the same way that an
ordinary son is a reflection of his earthly father, the title “Son of God” means that Jesus
is the perfect reflection of God the Father (see John 1:18), (3) Jesus is the “people” of
God—the true Israel (note that in Exodus 4:22 Israel is also called God’s firstborn son),
(4) Jesus is the King whom God has chosen to reign over his people (it is significant that
the word “son” is used in regard to God’s anointed king in Psalm 2 and 2 Samuel 7:1-17).
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2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,5
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
    who will prepare your way,
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
    ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
    make his paths straight,’”6
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.7 5 And all the
5

6

7

More than one quarter of the Old Testament references in Mark are from Isaiah. It
is evident that Mark is thinking about Isaiah as he writes this gospel. He uses Isaiah
because Isaiah prophesies about a “Second Exodus” when a “new Moses” will come
and lead God’s people to God’s place (see also Deuteronomy 18:15-19 where Moses
prophesies that a new prophet like him will arise). By repeatedly quoting Isaiah, Mark
demonstrates that Jesus fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy about a new leader for God’s people.
Jesus is leading God’s people to God’s place. Like Moses, Jesus sees God face-to-face.
Unlike Moses, Jesus never sins, therefore he is able to lead God’s people (people of faith
in Christ) from the “wilderness” where they have been scattered, across “the Jordan” and
into “the Promised Land”.
This quotation is drawn from four Old Testament texts: Genesis 24:7, Exodus 23:20,
Isaiah 40:3, and Malachi 3:1. All four texts should be studied carefully. In Genesis,
Abraham tells his servant that God will send his “angel” before him so that he might take
a wife for his son. In Exodus, God tells the Israelites that he is sending his “angel” before
them to guard them, and to bring them to the land he has prepared for them. The angel’s
role is to bring God’s people to God’s good land. This is a reference to the first Exodus.
If God’s people would obey God, they could stay in God’s place. However, God’s people
could not stay in God’s good land because they did not obey God, and they worshiped
other gods. Because of this, like Adam and Eve, they were driven away from God’s
presence and were scattered across the earth (this was prophesied in Deuteronomy 4:1531). But the “good news” is that God has not abandoned his people. Because of his great
mercy, God promised to bring his people back to himself (see, again, Deuteronomy 4:1531) in a “second Exodus”.
Isaiah and Malachi write about this “second Exodus”. As with the first Exodus, once
again a messenger will help God’s people before they arrive in God’s good place. This
messenger’s role is to lead the people into repentance (see Malachi 4:5-6), thus preparing
them to meet God and to live and to remain in his presence. Mark 1:1-8 tells us that John
the Baptist is the messenger prophesied in Isaiah 40 and Malachi 3. By referring to Isaiah
in particular, Mark is signaling his readers to pay close attention to Isaiah’s prophesy
about the messenger in Isaiah 40. It is no accident that “good news” is used twice in
Isaiah 40:9. This chapter is about the good news of Jesus Christ! It is significant to note
that Isaiah says that the “messenger” will prepare the way before “the Lord” (Yahweh)
and will make the paths of “God” straight. Mark, however, says that these verses refer to
Jesus. These verses demonstrate that Jesus is more than just a man, for Mark applies verses
referring to God to Jesus!
It is significant that John is doing something related to the forgiveness of sins in the
wilderness and not at the temple in Jerusalem. This is a clue that something brand new
is happening. It is also a clue that the temple in Jerusalem is not a part of the new thing
that God is doing.
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country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and
were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather
belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey.8 7 And he
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”9

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan.10 10 And when he came up out of
the water, immediately11 he saw the heavens being torn open and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove.12 11 And a voice came from
8

9

10

11

12

Normally, New Testament writers don’t focus on a person’s clothing. Mark does this
because John’s clothing is significant. It is like Elijah’s clothing (see 2 Kings 1:7-8). Elijah
led Israel in repentance. John the Baptist is a new Elijah, leading Israel to repent so that
they might be ready to meet God. In fact, Mark is telling the reader that John is “the
Elijah” who was promised to come before the day of the Lord (see Malachi 4:5-6 and
Mark 9:11-13). Mark focuses on John’s food because he eats like one who is living in the
wilderness. John prepares the way for Jesus, the one who brings God’s people from the
“wilderness” into God’s “promised land”.
This is a reference to a prophecy in Joel 2:28-29 (see also Acts 1:4-5 and 2:14-21). John
the Baptist knows that Jesus is the one who causes all of God’s people to be filled with
God’s Spirit. See also Isaiah 32:14-15 and 44:3.
For the first time in history, a perfectly obedient Israelite is going from the wilderness
(where John was baptizing) “through the Jordan” and into the Promised Land! Because
of his perfect obedience, one might assume that this perfect Israelite will be able to stay
in God’s place. This is what makes the crucifixion all the more shocking. God allows his
perfectly obedient Son to be killed! He does this, because, on the cross, Jesus bears the
sins of those who trust in Him so that they too can be counted as obedient sons of God
(see Isaiah 53)! He does this so that Jesus “might be the firstborn among many brothers”
(Romans 8:29).
As soon as Mark describes the baptism of Jesus, he begins using the word “immediately”.
This word is used 36 times in Mark, all after the baptism of Jesus. It is as if Jesus’ baptism
causes a great change in the universe. God’s kingdom, which seemed (to some people) to
be weak and ineffective and insignificant, has suddenly come to life. “Immediately” the
kingdom begins forcefully advancing.
Jesus is anointed by God the Father. This anointing is a sign from heaven that Jesus is the
Christ. This tearing open of heaven appears to be a reference to Isaiah 64:1, where Isaiah,
who is hungering for the promised visitation from God, cries out, “Oh that you would
rend the heavens and come down …”. Here we see the surprising answer to Isaiah’s cry.
God’s Spirit has come down and rested on Jesus! The Spirit-filled Christ is the answer to
Isaiah’s cry!
The same “tearing” word is used in Mark 15:38 to describe the curtain in the temple being
torn in two when Jesus died. In the same way that heaven was torn open and the Spirit
came upon Jesus, Jesus’ death means that the dividing wall between God and ordinary
men and women has been torn down so that God’s Spirit can rest upon them as well!
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heaven, “You are my beloved13 Son;14 with you I am well pleased.”15

12 The Spirit16 immediately drove him out into the wilderness.
13 And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by

13

14

15

16

The term “beloved” is used in the gospels to refer to Jesus. In the epistles (the New
Testament letters after the books of Acts), however, the word “beloved” is often used to
refer to those who have faith in Jesus. In other words, because of the work of Jesus, we,
like Jesus, are God’s “beloved” sons and daughters!
See the note on Mark 1:1 and 9:7. Again, “Son” is a reference to Psalm 2, which is, in
itself, connected to 2 Samuel 7:1-17. It is significant to note that Israel was called God’s
son in Exodus 4:22. Israel never obeyed God, therefore, after repeated warnings and
punishments, this disobedient “son” was renamed “Not My People” and was driven from
God’s presence (see Hosea 1:9). Christ, unlike Israel, never disobeyed. He is fully pleasing
to the Father.
This is evidence that God the Father has examined his “Son’s” life and has found it fully
pleasing. This is why he pours his Spirit out on him (see Isaiah 42:1). Because of Christ’s
death and resurrection, all those who, by faith, are counted as “in Christ” are able to count
Christ’s pleasing life as their own!
As the obedient Son of God, Jesus obeys God’s Spirit, even when he leads him into
dangerous and unpleasant places.
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Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were
ministering to him.18

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
17

18

Adam, the first “son” of God, was tempted by Satan and failed to pass the test. God’s
first “son” did not consider God’s word to be good and true. He accepted Satan’s false
words as better than God’s true words. Because of this, he was rejected and could not
remain in God’s good land (see Genesis 3). Israel, a new “son” of God, was tempted when
Moses spent 40 days and nights on Mount Sinai (see Exodus 24:18). Instead of waiting
for God’s good word, they rejected God’s word and made a new god for themselves (see
Exodus 32:1). Because of their rebellion, 3,000 men of Israel were killed with the sword
and God sent a plague among the people (see Exodus 32). But, even after this, God’s
“son” still did not trust in God’s good word. 12 representatives of Israel were sent to cross
the Jordan and to spy out the land of Canaan for, once again, 40 days. Ten of the spies
brought back an evil report. As with Adam in the garden and Israel at Mount Sinai, the
Israelites did not consider God’s word to be good and true. Instead, this “son” of God
accepted the evil report of the spies and, because of this, was made to wander for 40 years
in the wilderness. They could not enter God’s good land (see Numbers 13). King Saul was
tempted by Goliath for 40 days (see 1 Samuel 17:16). He didn’t trust God’s word. He
was afraid of Goliath (see 1 Samuel 17:11). He too failed the test and would not fight the
enemy of God’s people. Elijah, when he was tempted by Jezebel, fled through the desert
for 40 days. He too failed the test (see 1 Kings 19). Another prophet was appointed to
succeed him. Would there ever be a son of God who would demonstrate faith in God’s
good word when tested? Jesus, the true “Son” of God, didn’t fail the test. He was tempted
in a way that no other man was ever tempted, yet he passed the test. He demonstrated his
trust in God and his love of God’s good word. (King David is a small picture of Christ.
When David was tempted by Goliath, David, the Spirit-anointed king of Israel, ran to
face Goliath and conquered him.) Significantly, after Jesus’ death and resurrection, the
Apostles are “tested” when Jesus appears to them over a period of 40 days (see Acts 1:3).
Will they pass the test? Will they believe God’s promises? They do not doubt that Jesus
is alive, but, as the book of Acts demonstrates, act in faith based on what they have seen.
Because of the death and resurrection of Jesus, and because the Apostles are “in Christ”, a
new kind of people has been created—a people who, like their Savior, can pass the test!
Christ, because he is the perfect “Son of God” who always listens to God, receives help
from God (by his angels) and is able to conquer the devil. It appears Mark wants his
readers to think of Psalm 91 here (this Psalm is quoted by Satan in Matthew 4:6 and
Luke 4:10-11). Psalm 91 is a Psalm concerning the care God promises to show to his
“son”. Because God’s “Son” has, unlike the “sons” who have gone before him, put his
trust in God (see Psalm 91:2), God promises to deliver him from evil and promises that
he, rather than being conquered, will conquer evil: “You will tread on the lion and the
adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot” (see Psalm 91:13). This
conquering of “the snake” (Satan) is an echo of God’s promise regarding the Christ in
Genesis 3:15: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel”. Christ is the
one who “bruises” the head of Satan. As the perfect “Son” of God he is able to, as Psalm
91 says, trample the “adder” (Satan) underfoot. He did this when he died on the cross (see
Colossians 2:15). It is important to understand that, with Christ’s death and resurrection,
Christ’s victory has “already” been won, however, every aspect of that victory has “not yet”
come to pass.
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and the kingdom of God is at hand;19 repent and believe in the
gospel.”

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee,20 he saw Simon and
Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they
were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will
make you become fishers of men.”21 18 And immediately they left
their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw
James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their
boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and
followed him.22
21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath
he entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had
authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately there was in

19

20

21

22

The kingdom of God is the blessed kingdom ruled over by God’s King (see 2 Samuel
7:12-13) and possessed by God’s people. The citizens of this kingdom are those who have
repented of their sins and who have faith in Christ (this is summarized in Acts 2:38).
Jesus’ words here echo several prophecies from Daniel: “And in the days of those kings the
God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom
be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to
an end, and it shall stand forever …” (Daniel 2:44), and “the time came when the saints
possessed the kingdom” (Daniel 7:22). Jesus is declaring that, because of his coming, the
time of the kingdom promised in the Old Testament has come. Again, it is important to
understand that the kingdom of God is “already” present in Christ, but is “not yet” here
in all its fullness.
Christ’s chosen place of ministry demonstrates that he is the promised King of God’s
people. By ministering in Galilee, he fulfills Isaiah’s words: “in the latter time he has
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shined” (Isaiah 9:1-2). See also Mark 14:28 and Acts 2:7.
It appears that Jesus’ actions here are intended to be echoes of Jeremiah 16:14-21. In
these verses, God says that he will bring his people out from the nations and to himself
in a second Exodus. In fact, he says that this second Exodus will be so great that it will
cause people to no longer talk about the first Exodus from Egypt! How will God bring
the people to himself in this second Exodus? He will do it by using fishermen! “Behold,
I am sending for many fishers, declares the LORD, and they shall catch them” ( Jeremiah
16:16). Jesus’ words echo this: “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”
Jesus is using fishermen to “catch” his people. If you are in Christ, you are among those
who have been “caught” by God’s fishermen, and you are part of this second Exodus.
Christ uses these fishermen to, as Isaiah 9:3 says, multiply the nation. His desire, if you
are his follower, is that you also would be a fisher of men.
A mark of Jesus’ followers is that they leave everything to follow him (see Luke 14:26-33).
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their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit.23 And he cried out,
24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.”
25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”
26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud
voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they
questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the
surrounding region of Galilee.

29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s motherin-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her.
31 And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the
fever left her, and she began to serve them.
32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or
oppressed by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together
at the door. 34 And he healed many who were sick with various
diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not permit the
demons to speak, because they knew him.24
35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he
23

24

As Christ begins his ministry, it is evident that Israel—the place that should be filled
with God’s peace and presence—is filled with enemies. The people are tormented by
sickness and disease. The effects of sin are everywhere. Demons are common—even in
the synagogues. Jesus is presented as the one who delivers God’s people from all of these
enemies. It is no accident that the most common miracles in Mark involve the casting
out of demons (see Mark 1:21-28, 1:34, 1:39, 3:10-12, 3:14-15, 5:1-20, 6:7-13, 7:24-30,
and 9:14-29). These miracles demonstrate that, in Christ, God has come to fight for
his people. He delivers them from all of their enemies. This deliverance from mighty
oppressors was promised in the book of Isaiah: “Can the prey be taken from the mighty,
or the captives of a tyrant be rescued? For thus says the LORD: ‘Even the captives of the
mighty shall be taken, and the prey of the tyrant be rescued, for I will contend with those
who contend with you, and I will save your children’” (Isaiah 49:24-25). It is significant
to note that there is no evidence of demons being cast out in the Old Testament. King
David, who is a small picture of Christ, was able to bring temporary relief to King Saul
when he played his harp (see 1 Samuel 16:23). Only the Christ is able to deliver God’s
people from their deepest and most dangerous enemies. See also Isaiah 35 and 61:1-4.
Christ does not need demons to testify to his greatness. Instead, Christ uses his
“fishermen” (those who love him) to proclaim his mighty deeds.
Throughout the book of Mark, Mark repeatedly emphasizes Christ’s desire for secrecy.
Jesus wants to be revealed in his way and in his time. His time is the time of his death
and resurrection (see also John 2:4). Only after his death and resurrection does Jesus seek
to have all attention drawn to himself. It is clear that attention from the crowds during
the time period before Jesus’ death would have hindered Christ’s purposes.
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departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed.25
36 And Simon and those who were with him searched for him,
37 and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for
you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I
may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 39 And he went
throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out
demons.

40 And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to
him, “If you will, you can make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he
stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be
clean.”26 42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was
made clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away
at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone,
but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what

25

26

Jesus, the perfect Son of God, delights to be in God’s presence. God’s blessing rests on
Christ because, as Psalm 1:2 says, “his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law
he meditates day and night”. Jesus is more than just our Savior. He is also our example.
We are to imitate his zeal for God. See also Psalm 5:3.
Touching the leper does not make Jesus unclean. He makes the leper clean!
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Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out and
began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus
could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places,
and people were coming to him from every quarter.

27

This miracle is meant to provide “proof ” to the priests that the kingdom of God has come
in power. They are to, based on seeing this man, recognize that the Christ has come and
put their faith in him (see John 20:30-31 for the purpose of signs in Jesus’ ministry).
But this miracle is more than just a sign to the priests in Jerusalem. It is sign to all of
Mark’s readers. It is a sign that the kingdom of God has come in power. The man is
healed by Christ’s words. He is forever changed because he meets Jesus.
It is a sign that the kingdom has come in mercy. This man is a picture of all of those who
come to Christ. All those who come to Christ are unclean because of sin. The King of the
kingdom cleans those who come to him in faith so that they can be part of his kingdom.
Every citizen in the kingdom of God has been cleansed by Christ.
It is a sign that a new and different kind of priest has come. In this miracle, Jesus does
what the priests were supposed to do. He declares that the man is clean (see Leviticus
13-14). The priests in Jerusalem were supposed to go through a lengthy ceremony to do
this. Jesus, however, doesn’t go through any ceremonies. His words are enough! But Jesus
does more than just declare that the man is clean. By his words he actually cleanses the
man! Jesus has power and authority that far surpasses that of the priests in Jerusalem. He
is a new and different kind of priest with a new and different kind of power (see Hebrews
5-10 for a comparison between Jesus’ priesthood and the priesthood of those serving in
Jerusalem).
It is a sign that a new and different kind of temple has come. Under the Old Covenant,
people needing cleansing were supposed to go to the temple in order to be proclaimed
clean. Jesus, however, declares people clean when they come to him! He is demonstrating
that he is the replacement of the temple in Jerusalem (see John 2:18-22 and 4:19-26).
This means people from all the earth can come to Christ for cleansing!
It is a sign that a new and different kind of sacrifice has come. Under the Old Covenant,
whenever a person was declared clean from a disease, animal sacrifices needed to be made
(see Leviticus 13-14). Jesus pronounces this man clean without any animal sacrifices
because Jesus himself is the sacrifice for this man. The sacrifice of Jesus takes place when
he dies on the cross.
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Mark 228
1 And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was
reported that he was at home. 2 And many were gathered together,
so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was
preaching the word to them.29 3 And they came, bringing to him a
paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could not get near
him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and
when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which
the paralytic lay.30 5 And when Jesus saw their faith,31 he said to

28

29

30

31

There are five “controversies” between Mark 2:1 and Mark 3:6. All of the controversies
involve the Jewish leaders questioning Jesus’ actions and authority. See Mark 2:1-12,
2:13-17, 2:18-22, 2:23-28, and 3:1-6. At the conclusion of these controversies, the
Pharisees decide to kill Jesus (see Mark 3:6). This is the first hint in Mark that Jesus will
die.
“The word” Jesus was preaching to them was, based on Mark 1:14-15, the gospel of God.
The gospel is the good news that because God’s anointed King has arrived, the kingdom
of God has also arrived, and that people can now, by faith, enter into the kingdom of
God. For a time period, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of darkness exist side-byside. People of faith experience, even now, the stunning power of the new age (see Mark
2:5). Others, like the Pharisees, refuse to acknowledge God’s anointed King and, because
of this, remain outside of his blessed kingdom.
All people are, because of sin, born into the kingdom of darkness (see Ephesians 2:1-3).
Those who put their faith in Jesus, however, are born again. They are, by this “second
birth”, transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of Christ (see
Ephesians 2:4-10).
The people assume that Jesus will heal the man’s paralyzed body. The healing of the body
is something that great prophets in the Old Testament sometimes did. Jesus, however,
forgives the man’s sins. The healing of the soul is something that only God can do because
sins are committed against him. The people are shocked by Jesus’ actions.
Notice the connection between faith in the first half of this verse and forgiveness of sins
in the second half of this verse. Sins are forgiven based on faith in Christ.
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the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”32 6 Now some of the
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does
this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins
but God alone?”33 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit
that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do
you question these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say
to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your
bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man34 has
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic—

32

33

34

Under the Old Covenant (a time period in Israel prior to the death and resurrection of
Jesus), those who had faith received forgiveness of sins when they went to the temple in
Jerusalem (or, prior to the building of the temple, to the tabernacle) and offered a sacrifice.
This man, however, is forgiven even though he is far from the temple in Jerusalem and has
not offered any sacrifices for his sins. He receives forgiveness at the temple of Jesus’ body
(see John 2:18-22 and 4:20-26). And Jesus offers no animal sacrifice for this man’s sins,
because the forgiveness this man receives is based upon the upcoming sacrifice that Jesus
will make of his own body (see Isaiah 53:4-12). As the true and final temple, Jesus is the
“place” where people come to find forgiveness and healing and communion with God. As
the true and final sacrifice, Jesus’ death satisfies God’s wrath and enables this man (and
all people who trust in Christ) to be forgiven.
It is important to understand that Jesus has always been the only sacrifice that can take
away sin. Animals sacrificed under the Old Covenant were small pictures of Christ. They
were intended to prepare people for the true and final sacrifice—Jesus Christ. These
animal sacrifices could not actually take away sin. They were temporary “coverings” for sin,
mercifully granted by God until the perfect sacrifice of Christ (see Romans 3:25-26 and
Hebrews 10:1-18). Christ alone has the glory of taking away the sins of the world (see
John 1:29).
The scribes are right in their understanding that only God can forgive sins. The Scriptures
are clear about this (see, for example, Exodus 34:6-7, Psalm 130:4, and Isaiah 43:25).
However, the scribes are very wrong when they are offended at Jesus’ actions. Jesus can
forgive the man because he is fully God and fully man.
This is the first use of the title “Son of Man” in the book of Mark. Jesus often uses this
title in reference to himself. The title is used 14 times in Mark (and more than 80 times
in the gospels). See Mark 2:10, 2:28, 8:31, 8:38, 9:9, 9:12, 9:31, 10:33, 10:45, 13:26, 14:21,
14:41, and 14:62. The term, as Jesus uses it, is based on a prophecy regarding the coming
of someone called the “Son of Man” in the book of Daniel. In Daniel 7:13-14, the “Son
of Man” comes before God the Father and receives “dominion and glory and a kingdom”.
By using this title in reference to himself, Jesus is indicating that he is the Son of Man
and he is telling the people (both then and now) that he has been given dominion over
all things (this dominion includes the power to forgive sins). Jesus’ frequent use of this
title in reference to himself is a sign that he is the Son of Man prophesied in Daniel. The
miraculous signs he performs are additional signs that he is the Son of Man. Those who
hear Jesus’ words about himself and who see the signs that he performs are to put their
faith in him. The forgiveness of sins is a demonstration of the unprecedented authority
Jesus has received from God the Father. To “see” the Son of Man and to fail to worship
him is a great sin and is worthy of great punishment.
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11 “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.”35 12 And
he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them
all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never
saw anything like this!”36
13   He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming
to him, and he was teaching them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw
Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth,37 and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.
15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and
sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were
many who followed him. 16 And the scribes of the Pharisees, when
they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to
his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”38
17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners.”
18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people
came and said to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus
said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is

35
36

37

38

Miracles are signs intended to cause people to believe that Jesus is the Christ.
See John 20:30-31.
The crowds are amazed because they are seeing the Son of Man exercising dominion
over sin and sickness. However, their amazement does not equal faith. Faith is more than
amazement. It is recognition of Christ’s identity, trust in him, and love of him.
In the same way that it was no accident that several of the disciples were fishermen
(see Jeremiah 16:16), it appears to be no accident that Matthew was a tax collector. Tax
collectors were considered by the people to be very great sinners because they worked
with the Romans and they were thought to cheat the people (see Matthew 18:17 and
Luke 18:10-13). The fact that Matthew is called to follow Jesus when he is sitting at his
tax booth is noted by Matthew (Matthew 9:9), Mark (Mark 2:14), and Luke (Luke 5:27).
In other words, Matthew is not presented as a “former” tax collector at the time of his call.
He is still collecting taxes! It must have shocked the people to see Jesus calling someone
who is actively collecting taxes for Rome. Matthew is presented in this way to emphasize
the fact that Jesus calls sinners. He is the one who changes sinners to saints.
Christ’s table fellowship with sinners in Mark is a picture of the feasting forgiven sinners
will enjoy with each other and with Christ in the age to come. Until that day, we wait
with anticipation (see Isaiah 25:6-8 and Revelation 19:6-9). The Lord’s supper is a “minifeast”. It is meant to remind us of the fellowship we have with one another and with
Christ because of his death and resurrection (see 1 Corinthians 11:17-34).
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with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they
cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken
away from them, and then they will fast in that day.40 21 No one
sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. If he does, the
patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is
made. 22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does,
the wine will burst the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are
the skins. But new wine is for fresh wineskins.”41

23 One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they
made their way, his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24 And
the Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why are they doing what
is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 25 And he said to them, “Have you
never read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry,
he and those who were with him: 26 how he entered the house of
God, in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread of the
Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also
gave it to those who were with him?”42 27 And he said to them, “The
39

40

41

42

It is significant to note that the Old Testament presents Yahweh as the husband of his
people (see Isaiah 54:5-8, Isaiah 62:5, and Hosea 2:19-20). Here, Jesus claims the title
of “bridegroom” for himself ! By his words he is indicating that he is filling the role the
prophets said would be filled by Yahweh! He is the bridegroom, and the church is his
bride (see 1 Corinthians 6:15-17 and Ephesians 5:22-33).
Jesus’ disciples did not fast because he was with them. The implication is that the presence
of the bridegroom demands feasting, not fasting. After the ascension of Jesus to heaven,
however, fasting was a regular part of the disciples’ lives . Fasting has always been a mark
of believers (see, for example, Acts 13:1-3). We do not fast because we are waiting for the
kingdom of God to come (that is why people of faith under the Old Covenant would
have fasted). It has already come in Christ. We fast because the kingdom has not yet
come in all its fullness. When Christ returns, then there will be no more reason to fast.
Because of the bridegroom’s presence, we will never fast again!
Patches made out of new cloth cannot be used to repair tears in clothing made of
old cloth because the patches made out of new cloth will shrink and will ruin the old
clothing. In the same way, the New Covenant is not a new and better “patch” intended to
fix problems associated with the Old Covenant (actually, the problems weren’t with the
Old Covenant—they were with the people who, because of sin, couldn’t keep the Old
Covenant - see Hebrews 8:8). Jesus did not come to “repair” the Old Covenant. Rather,
he brought in something brand new.
Fasting (verses 18-20) and the keeping of the Sabbath (verses 23-28) are examples of “old
wineskins”. Jesus didn’t come to keep fasting as it was, or to keep the Sabbath as it was.
These were just shadows of truths that would become reality in him.
See 1 Samuel 21:1-6. Jesus seems to be saying that David, because he was God’s anointed
king, could “break” the law and still be considered innocent. He could do this because he
was “greater” than the law. Jesus is David’s heir, the coming King promised in 2 Samuel 7.
If David can “break” the law and still be considered innocent, surely the Christ can do the
same thing. For further explanation of this see also Matthew 12:1-8.
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Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son
of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”43

Mark 3
1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a
withered hand.44 2 And they watched Jesus, to see whether he
would heal him on the Sabbath,45 so that they might accuse him.
3 And he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come here.”
4 And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to
do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5 And he looked

43

44

45

Nothing, not even the Sabbath, is lord over the Son of Man. He has been given dominion
over all things. The Sabbath doesn’t limit what he can and cannot do. But Jesus is
more than just lord of the Sabbath. He actually is the true Sabbath. The rest people
were to enjoy on the Sabbath is a picture of the rest that can only be found in Christ
(see Matthew 11:28-30). Many things pictured in the Old Covenant (the temple, the
priesthood, the Sabbath, the sacrifices, etc.) find their true meaning in Christ. Jesus
confirms this in Matthew 5:17-20.
The abundance of sickness, disease, and deformity among God’s people at this time
should be seen as an indication that all was not well in Israel. Curses for disobedience
had come upon the nation (see Deuteronomy 28). But Jesus is changing things in the
land. Where he goes, blessing follows. By his actions, the curse is reversed! This healing
is a sign that Jesus is the one who ends the curse. Today, believers on earth do not yet
experience all of the blessings associated with Jesus’ victory on the cross. We already
have forgiveness of sins and eternal life, yet our mortal bodies still experience sickness,
disease, and death. There will come a day, however, when all effects of sin and the curse
will forever be forgotten. Jesus must reign until every enemy is under his feet (see Psalm
110 and 1 Corinthians 15:25), thus, he will ultimately deal with every effect of sin and the
curse.
The last two of the five controversies in this “controversy” section of Mark (2:1-3:6)
both take place on the Sabbath (2:23-28 and 3:1-6). According to Exodus 31:12-17, the
Sabbath was intended to be a sign so that the people might know God is the one who
sanctifies his people. God’s people are not sanctified (made holy) by their own efforts.
That is why they were commanded to rest. We, also, are not saved by our works. We
are saved because Christ has finished his work and we enter into his rest. The fact that
he is described as sitting at the right hand of God the Father demonstrates that he is
resting from his work of redemption (see Hebrews 10:11-18). The penalty under the Old
Covenant for breaking the Sabbath was death (see Exodus 31:12-17 and 35:1-3). The
Pharisees consider Jesus to be a Sabbath breaker, therefore, they seek to put him to death.
Jesus is not a Sabbath breaker because he is Lord of the Sabbath and he is the true
Sabbath, therefore, those who come to Christ find their rest in him. Because Jesus is the
true Sabbath, Christians are no longer required to keep a certain day of the week as the
Sabbath. The first Sabbath was a shadow meant to point people to Christ. Christ is the
reality (see Colossians 2:16-17). Christians keep the Sabbath when they find their rest in
Christ.
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around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart,46 and
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his
hand was restored.

6 The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the
Herodians against him, how to destroy him.47
7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd
followed, from Galilee and Judea 8 and Jerusalem and Idumea and
from beyond the Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the
great crowd heard all that he was doing, they came to him. 9 And he
told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd,
lest they crush him, 10 for he had healed many, so that all who had
diseases pressed around him to touch him. 11 And whenever the
unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, “You
are the Son of God.”48 12 And he strictly ordered them not to make
him known.49

46

47

48
49

The Pharisees pretend to love God’s good word. However, by their actions, they
demonstrate that they do not love his word, because they do not love God’s Son. God’s
word, all of it, is intended to draw people to God’s Son. The Pharisees, because they reject
God’s Son, also reject God’s word.
Christ suffers so that this man might be healed. This is a small picture of the suffering
Christ bore on the cross so that all people might be healed. At this time, the disciples
don’t understand that Jesus must suffer and die. However, they shouldn’t have been
surprised that the Christ would suffer. The suffering of the Christ is a major theme of the
prophets in the Old Testament (see, for instance, Isaiah 50:6-7, 53:4-8, Luke 24:26-27,
44-47, and 1 Peter 1:10-12).
Mark wants his readers to know that the unclean spirits recognize Jesus’ authority as the
Son of God. This should provide strong comfort to those who call Jesus Lord.
Jesus wants people to put faith in him based on the signs he is doing (see John 20:30-31
and Acts 2:22) and on the testimony of those who love him, not based on the testimony
of demons.
Verses 7-12 are a summary of Jesus’ actions. Mark includes a summary when he doesn’t
want his readers to focus on one particular sign or saying of Jesus, but rather on a whole
group of signs together (see also Mark 1:34 and 39). These summary statements are
intended to cause us to think hard about Jesus’ whole identity, rather than just one
particular “sign”. He is doing all of the things prophesied about the Christ in the Old
Testament. Old Testament prophecies about the “signs” of the Christ include Isaiah
29:18, 30:26, 35:5-6, 42:6-7, and 49:24-25. The people should have recognized the
“weight” of all of these signs and have come to Christ in faith.
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1350 And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom
he desired, and they came to him.
14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles)51 so
that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach
15 and have authority to cast out demons. 16 He appointed the
twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 17 James the
50

51

Verses 13-35 all concern how various groups of people relate to Christ. Verses 13-19
concern the twelve Apostles. They are called by him to be his authorized representatives.
Verses 20-21 concern his earthly family. They think Jesus is “out of his mind” and are
coming so that they might control him. Verses 22-30 concern the scribes from Jerusalem.
They think he is possessed by Beelzebul (another name for Satan). Verses 31-32 concern
his earthly family again. They have arrived so that they might control him. Finally, verses
32-35 concern those whom Jesus considers to be his true family. These people are sitting
around him and are listening to him (see another example of a true family member in
Mark 5:15). It is significant to note that Jesus explains the secrets of the kingdom of God
only to his Apostles and true family members (see Mark 4:10-12).
The Apostles are not chosen because of their intelligence or their education or their
giftedness or their holiness. They are very ordinary men. They become great men of God
because they are called by Christ, because of Christ’s death and resurrection, and because
of their faith in Christ. Jesus, because of his victory on the Cross, pours out his Spirit on
them, and they, in obedience to his command, proclaim the gospel throughout the earth
(Acts 1:8).
The importance of the Apostles cannot be minimized. They are, with the exception of
Jesus, the most important and influential people on the earth. This is true today. The
words of the Apostles are true and they are binding. They must be obeyed. This is evident
based on Jesus’ words to the Apostles in John 14:25-26 and John 16:12-15. The Apostles
have been given the task of rightly proclaiming the words and history of Christ and the
ways of the kingdom of God. Their teaching, along with the writings of the prophets in
the Old Testament, forms the very foundation of the household of God (see Ephesians
2:19-20). The church, both in the first century and today, is to base its teaching on the
teaching of the Apostles (see Acts 2:42). If any local church departs from Apostolic
teaching, it has departed from Christ, for the Apostles are the authorized representatives
of Christ.
Those within the church should consider the overall teaching pattern of the Apostles.
What do they focus on? What don’t they focus on? The church is in danger any time it
doesn’t embrace and emphasize teaching that is emphasized by the Apostles. Likewise,
the church is in danger any time it embraces and emphasizes teaching that is not
emphasized by the Apostles. The teaching of the Apostles forms a fence for the church.
Inside the fence is eternal life, peace, joy, health, and safety. Outside of the Apostolic
fence is eternal death.
It is no accident that there are 12 Apostles. Israel, in the Old Testament, was comprised
of 12 tribes. Jesus, the true “Israel” of God, also has 12 “tribes”—the Apostles. The reason
Israel needed to be “re-built” was because of its disobedience. Israel, remember, was
scattered among the nations because of idolatry. However, the prophets promised that
Israel would be regathered (see Deuteronomy 4:30). The promised regathering of God’s
people began with Christ. He is the true Israelite—the true Son of God. The 12 Apostles
are the foundation of the new people of God. To depart from the Apostles is to depart
from the people of God.
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son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave
the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder);52 18 Andrew, and
Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 19 and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they
could not even eat.
21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they
were saying, “He is out of his mind.”53
22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying,
“He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he
casts out the demons.”54 23 And he called them to him and said to
them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house
is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And
if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand,
but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong man’s
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man.
Then indeed he may plunder his house.55

52
53
54

55

In the same way that the first Adam named the creatures (see Genesis 2:19), Jesus, the
last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45), names his followers.
Jesus’ earthly family does not, at this time, fully understand his identity or his mission.
This was prophesied in the Old Testament (see Psalm 69:8-9).
The religious leaders in Jerusalem should recognize that Jesus is God’s Son. They should,
after seeing the signs that Jesus is doing, put their faith in Christ and call the people of
Israel to put their trust in the Christ. Instead of doing this, the religious leaders from
Jerusalem declare that Jesus is filled with Satan and is, therefore, doing the works of
Satan.
See Isaiah 40:9-11 in connection with this passage. This is a call for Jerusalem, because
it has seen the arrival of the Christ, to spread the good news of his coming. The religious
leaders in Jerusalem do not fulfill this passage. The church, however, is fulfilling this
passage.
Jesus insists that he is not filled with Satan. He is not working with Satan or by the power
of Satan. Instead, he is destroying Satan’s kingdom! He has bound Satan (the strong
man) because he is stronger than Satan and he has entered his “house” and is plundering
his goods (see Acts 10:38). If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you are plunder that has
been rescued! You have been rescued from the kingdom of darkness because one stronger
than Satan has come (see Ephesians 2:1-3)! Every time Jesus heals a disease or casts out a
demon or forgives sin it is a sign that the stronger one has come! Every person who turns
to Christ is a sign that the stronger one has come!
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28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man,
and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”56
31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they
sent to him and called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him,
and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside,
seeking you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and
my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat around him, he
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does
the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”57

MARK 4
1 Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd
gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the
sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 And he
was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he

56

57

In verses 28-30, Jesus honors the person and work of the Holy Spirit, the member of the
Trinity who was greatly dishonored by the Scribes (see verse 22). Notice the great concern
Jesus has for the honor and reputation of the third member of the Trinity. Christ has,
again, given us an example to follow. We should, as followers of Christ, show the same
concern for God’s reputation as Jesus shows.
Verses 28-30 include a glorious promise and a terrible warning. The glorious promise is
that every sin can be forgiven. Jesus demonstrates this by eating and drinking with tax
collectors and sinners. The terrible warning is that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is
unforgivable. To say that the Holy Spirit is an unclean spirit is an eternal crime that will
never be forgiven (see Isaiah 63:10).
Jesus does not consider his true family to be those who are related to him by blood. His
true family is made up of those who sit around his feet and listen to him and do what he
says. By listening to Jesus, the people are obeying the words in Deuteronomy 18:15-19
(see also God the Father’s words concerning Christ in Mark 9:7).
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said to them: 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And
as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have
much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil.
6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it
withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into
good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “He who
has ears to hear, let him hear.”

10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked
him about the parables.60 11 And he said to them, “To you has
been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside
everything is in parables,

58

59

60

In Mark 4, Jesus speaks God’s words and commands the people “to hear” (the verb “to
hear” appears 13 times in this chapter). “To hear” means more than merely listening. It
means listening to Jesus’ word, loving the word that he has spoken, and obeying that
word. To refuse to listen to Jesus is sin. It is sin because God the Father has raised Jesus
up and has put his words in Jesus’ mouth.
Jesus is the one who fulfills Moses’ words in Deuteronomy 18: “The LORD your God
will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him
you shall listen” (Deuteronomy 18:15). The people of God were to wait for this prophet
and were to, when he was raised up by God, eagerly listen to him. Jesus is like Moses
because he sees God face-to-face (this was said of none of the other prophets in the Old
Testament). To disobey Jesus is to disobey God the Father: “I will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and
he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words
that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him” (Deuteronomy 18:18-19).
See also Mark 9:7 and Acts 3:22-23.
The parable of the sower is the first parable in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. This parable
appears first because of its importance. This parable is a description of those who hear the
good news of the kingdom of God and reject it (the bad soil) and a description of those
who hear the good new of the kingdom of God and accept it (the good soil).
In Mark 3:34, Jesus indicated that his true family was made up of “those who sat around
him” listening to his words. Here, we see Jesus giving the secret of the kingdom of God to
these true family members! Christ’s words of explanation are a gracious gift that should
be treasured! He sees God face-to-face, and he explains all that he has seen about the
kingdom to his family members. Those outside of his true family (those who have no
faith in Christ) do not receive Christ’s explanation. They receive no explanation because
they want no explanation. They do not love Christ or love his words. They will not sit at
his feet.
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12 so that
“they may indeed see but not perceive,
    and may indeed hear but not understand,
lest they should turn and be forgiven.”61
13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How
then will you understand all the parables?62 14 The sower sows the
word. 15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is
sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away
the word that is sown in them.63 16 And these are the ones sown on
rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately
receive it with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves, but
endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on
account of the word, immediately they fall away. 18 And others are
the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word,
19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the
desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful.64 20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the
ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and
61
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This is a quote from Isaiah 6:9-10. Jesus is warning those outside (those who will not sit
and listen to him) that Isaiah’s prophecy in Isaiah 6:9-13 applies to them. Even though
Jesus only quotes verses 9-10, it is important to see the following verses, for the Jewish
leaders would have known these verses by heart and would have known that Jesus was
telling them that these verses applied to them. Jesus was saying that since they have eyes
and will not see and ears and will not understand (in other words, since they will not
come to the Christ for understanding), they will be utterly destroyed.
This is the first negative comment that is made about the disciples in Mark. They are slow
to understand who Jesus is and why he has come. See also Mark 4:40-41, 6:51-52, 7:1719, 8:14-21, 8:31-33, and 9:30-32. Jesus wants his disciples to think very hard about the
signs they are seeing and the words they are hearing. They are thinking hard, but they are
confused. They need a miracle from heaven in order to clearly understand the Christ.
Even though, as Mark 3:27 made clear, Satan has been bound by Christ, and Christ
is “plundering his house”, here we see that Satan is still able to cause great trouble on
the earth. Like a poisonous snake that has suffered a mortal injury but is still thrashing
around, Satan is still dangerous. The day will come when Satan is finally cast into the
“lake of fire and sulphur” (see Revelation 20:10). Until that day, believers in the Lord
Jesus need to be watchful (see 1 Peter 5:8-9).
Even though some people initially receive the word with joy and profess to believe for
a time, this does not mean that they have saving faith and are members of Christ’s true
family. The only evidence that a person has true saving faith is good fruit. Good fruit
testifies to the condition of a person’s “soil” (see Matthew 3:8 and 7:15-20). Even though
the crowds initially received Jesus’ miracles with joy, most of them did not produce good
fruit. They are an example of bad soil. This is why they eventually abandoned him (see
John 6:60-71).
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sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”

65

21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp brought in to be put under a
basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand?66 22 For nothing is
hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to
come to light.67 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 24 And
he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure
you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to
you. 25 For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one
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This parable is about two types of soil: bad soil that does not bear fruit and good soil
that does bear fruit. Jesus gives three examples of bad soil (soil on the path, rocky soil,
and thorny soil) and three examples of good soil (soil bearing thirtyfold, soil bearing
sixtyfold, and soil bearing a hundredfold). The bad soil should not be seen as representing
true followers of Christ. True followers of Christ do not have the word snatched away
by Satan, they do not fall away because of persecution, and they are not chocked by
thorns. True followers of Christ remain true until the harvest. The good soil miraculously
produces an abundance of grain. This is true of all those who are in Christ. There are no
“kinds” of faith that bear no fruit. All those in Christ bear much fruit (see John 15:1-8).
In Genesis 1:28, God blesses man and tells him to “Be fruitful and multiply”. Good fruit
is intended to bring great glory to God, for it demonstrates his greatness. Adam doesn’t
bear good fruit. Instead of treasuring God’s good word, he rebels, is kicked out of the
garden, and is forced to live in a cursed land where he cannot bear good fruit. Those who
are in Christ, however, do not live in a barren wilderness that bears no fruit. Because of
Christ, the curse is reversed. Christ is like a new garden of Eden—he is the “place” where
good fruit is produced! See Galatians 5:22-23 for a description of the kind of fruit that
grows in all those who are “in Christ”.
The Greek text actually reads, “Does the light come to be put under a basket”? Jesus is
THE light that has come into a very dark world (see John 8:12 and Revelation 21:23).
He didn’t come so that he might be silenced (this is what the Pharisees wanted to do to
him). He didn’t come so that he might be hidden away (this is what his earthly family
wanted to do to him). He came so that he might be displayed and loved and trusted and
worshiped. He came so that all might see his light, love his light, and be saved by his
light. Also see John 1:5-9 and 3:19-21.
Because Jesus is the light of the world, all those who are “in him” have his light within
themselves, therefore, they too may be called the light of the world. See Matthew 5:14-16.
Jesus came in a “hidden” way. People could not, based on his outward appearance, see his
eternal glory (see Isaiah 53:1-2). They needed to see his glory with eyes of faith. But God
did not intend for Jesus’ glory to remain forever concealed. God sent Christ in humility so
that Christ’s true glory might be seen by all (see Philippians 2:5-11).
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who has not, even what he has will be taken away.”68

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God69 is as if a man should scatter
seed70 on the ground. 27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the
seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The earth produces
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.
29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because
the harvest has come.”71
30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or
what parable shall we use for it? 31 It is like a grain of mustard seed,
which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all
the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the
air can make nests in its shade.”72
33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they
68

69
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Jesus is talking about how we listen to the teaching of the Christ. If we give to him all
of our attention, we will be given more by him. If we will not pay attention to the little
of his teaching that we have heard, even what we have heard will be taken away from us.
Receive Christ with joy and obedience, and God will pour out his blessings on you. Reject
Christ, and you will be rejected by God.
This parable should give great hope to those who trust in Christ. Much more will be
given to them. This does not mean that those who trust in Christ receive all of their
blessings at once and in this lifetime. Like Christ, true believers will suffer persecution in
this age.
Kingdom of God appears in Mark in 1:15, 4:11, 4:26, 4:30, 9:1, 9:47, 10:14, 10:15, 10:23,
10:24, 10:25, 12:34, 14:25, 15:43. A related term, “kingdom of our father David”, appears
in 11:10.
See Mark 1:15. The “seed” is the gospel message. The gospel demands repentance and
belief.
Since the gospel has been planted, Christ’s true family members can be assured that the
kingdom is growing, whether they see it (like the man when he is awake) or do not see
it (like the man when he is asleep). Christ’s true family members can be assured that the
seed will not die but will continue to grow and the harvest will eventually come. This
parable is especially encouraging during those times when it appears that the kingdom of
God is retreating.
The “seed” parables (verses 1-9, 26-29, and 30-32) emphasize that the seed bears fruit.
God’s seed bears fruit because Jesus is the fruitful one (see Isaiah 11:1 and John 15:1-11).
The parable of the mustard seed is, like the parable immediately before it, meant to
encourage Christ’s true family members. Jesus wants his family members to know that,
like a mustard seed, the kingdom of God starts small. But he also wants them to know
that it will not stay small. The kingdom of God that seemed so tiny will eventually turn
into something that can be compared to a very large tree that has taken over a garden.
Jesus doesn’t want his family members to lose faith as they are waiting for the kingdom of
God to finally fill the earth. This growing time of the kingdom is why we read that it is by
faith and patience that we inherit the promises (see Hebrews 6:12).
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were able to hear it. 34 He did not speak to them without a parable,
but privately to his own disciples he explained everything.

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go
across to the other side.”73 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him
with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him.
37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into
the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But he was in the
stern, asleep on the cushion.74 And they woke him and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39 And he awoke
and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the
wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why
are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled
with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even
the wind and the sea obey him?”75
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Mark intentionally places this story after the parables. The purpose of this story is to
strengthen faith in Christ. He is utterly trustworthy. No matter how dangerous the
journey might be (the sea was a symbol of chaos), Christ will get his people to the place
he has promised to take them. He is not afraid, therefore they should not be afraid.
Jesus’ true family members need strong faith if they are to persevere in the difficult
time when the kingdom of God is transitioning from its small beginnings (it started
like a mustard seed) to the time when it overwhelms everything (it will be like the
largest tree in a garden). The kingdom is not a tiny mustard seed anymore. It is already
growing, but it is not yet a full grown tree, either. It is growing up. Faith for Jesus’
true family members during this “growing up” season comes by seeing the signs Jesus
performs, considering the meaning of the signs, and, based on the signs, putting trust
in Christ.

74
75

The point of this story is that Christ has power to cause all things to submit to
himself (even the wildly tossing sea), therefore he can be trusted to fulfill all of his
promises! The things Jesus does in the boat are things that are said of Yahweh in the
Old Testament. Carefully read Job 9:4-12, 26:11-14, 38:8-11, Psalm 65:7-8, 89:9-10,
106:8-9, 107:23-31, and Isaiah 51:9-11. In these passages, Yahweh shows his power
over the sea and, in some of the passages, over a creature called “Rahab” (this is a poetic
name for the great sea monster who lives in the sea). By doing the very same things
that are said of Yahweh, Jesus is demonstrating that he is God and that he has the
power to save his people and to safely bring them across the “sea” (chaos) to “dry land”
(God’s safety).
Jesus’ sleep while the storm is raging demonstrates his perfect faith in God.
See Proverbs 3:21-26.
The disciples are afraid because they are starting to realize that Jesus must be more than a
man. He is doing the things that only God can do! Jesus is “God with us”. God has come
down and climbed into the boat with his people. In this story, we see Jesus taking the
dangerous journey across the sea with his people! What was true for the disciples then is
true for Jesus’ followers today. He will safely get us through the wildly tossing sea. Jesus
has said, “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).
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1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the
Gerasenes.76 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat,
immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean
spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him
anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound with
shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke
the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him.77
5 Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was
always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6 And when he
saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying
out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.”
8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean
spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied,
“My name is Legion, for we are many.”78 10 And he begged him
earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11 Now a great herd
of pigs was feeding there on the hillside,79 12 and they begged him,
saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave them
76
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Mark does not say whether the characters in this story were Jews or Gentiles, however,
there are reasons to think that the people here may have been Jews. It may be significant
that Mark doesn’t specifically say that the people involved were Gentiles (notice, he does
say this regarding a woman in Mark 7:26). Some have said that the people here must be
Gentiles because Jewish people were not permitted to eat pigs. However, the large herd
of pigs might be a sign of the wickedness of the Jewish people in this place. Also, this
passage seems to be a reflection of Isaiah 65:1-7, a passage detailing the rebellion of God’s
people. Notice, particularly, verses 2-5: “I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious
people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; a people who
provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and making offerings on bricks;
who sit in tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat pig’s flesh, and broth of
tainted meat is in their vessels; who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am
too holy for you.’ These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day.”
Mark goes to great lengths to tell us that no one has the strength to subdue this man.
Jesus does what no one else can do, for he is the stronger one (see Mark 3:27)!
Jesus isn’t asking the demon for its name because he needs to know his name in order to
cast it out (he cast out many demons without asking the name), and he isn’t asking the
demon its name in order to give his followers a formula for casting out demons. He asks
the demon its name so his followers will know this is an actual battle and they will know
how many enemies there are. Jesus is one man going to battle against a whole legion of
enemy soldiers (a Roman legion was a troop of about 6,000 soldiers).
The Jews were not permitted to eat pigs. Therefore, these pigs may have been kept by
Gentiles. However, the fact that there was such a large herd of pigs may have shown the
great rebellion of the Jewish people in this region (again, see Isaiah 65:1-7).
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permission.80 And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs;
and the herd, numbering about two thousand,81 rushed down the
steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.82

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And
people came to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they
came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had
had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind,83 and they
were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it described to them what
had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And
they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region.84 18 As he was
getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons
begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he did not permit him
but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the
Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And
he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much
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Jesus is not showing compassion to the demons, and he is not following their advice. Jesus
sends the demons into the pigs for his own reasons. If he would have just sent the demons
from the area, the readers would not have known the size of the battle that took place or
the greatness of the victory that Jesus won, for demons are invisible. Pigs, however, are
not invisible. The 2,000 dead pigs floating in the Sea of Galilee were like 2,000 (or more)
warriors slain by one man!
In the Old Testament, God promised that one Israelite would put 1,000 enemies to flight
(see Joshua 23:10). Jesus, the ideal Israelite, doubles the number and defeats at least 2,000
enemies. See also Leviticus 26:8, Deuteronomy 32:30, Judges 15:16, 1 Samuel 18:7, 1
Chronicles 12:14, and Isaiah 30:17.
This story should remind the reader of the Exodus and of the Egyptians that were seen
floating dead on the Red Sea after the Lord led his people out of Egypt and safely
through the Red Sea (see Exodus 14:26-31 and Psalm 106:8-12). Israel’s enemies are
lying dead before the people! The result of this deliverance should have been great praise
of God (as the Israelites did in Exodus 15). Only one man, however, the man who has
been delivered, does praise God. The rest of the people, even though they have seen
the sign (they can see the 2,000 pigs floating in the sea!), reject Christ and tell him to
go away.
The man who had had the unclean spirits is now sitting at Jesus’ feet and is listening to
him. He has become a member of Jesus’ true family (see Mark 3:34-35)! Jesus, again, is
the one who fulfills Isaiah 49:24-25.
The only one who recognizes his need for Jesus is the man who had had the unclean
spirits. The other people who live in the area do not want Jesus to stay. They don’t like his
work, and they think they have no need of him. It is important to understand that their
need for Jesus is just as great as the need of the man with the unclean spirits. But they are
unwilling to have Jesus cleanse them. Because they refuse Jesus’ help, he departs, and they
stay in their rebellious state.
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Jesus had done for him,85 and everyone marveled.86

2187 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other
side, a great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea.
22 Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name,
and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly,
saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death.88 Come and lay
your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And
he went with him.
And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 25 And
there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve
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In verse 19, Jesus tells the man who had had the unclean spirits to “Go home to your
friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy
on you”. In verse 20, the man tells his friends “how much Jesus had done for him”. Jesus’
command is an echo of the command found in Psalm 107. This Psalm is all about how
those who have been saved by Yahweh should respond. They are to thank Yahweh for
his “mercy” (sometimes translated as “steadfast love”). The man with the unclean spirits
fulfills the command in this Psalm by praising Jesus. In other words, Jesus is receiving
praise that is commanded to be given to Yahweh. The fact that Jesus receives praise that is
to be given to God should cause us to ask, as the disciples ask in Mark 4:41, “Who then
is this?”. Jesus is 100% God. And he is 100% man. And he has come to rescue his people.
Our response to him should be like the response of the man with the demons. We should
tell others how much Jesus has done for us, and how he has had mercy on us, and we
should sit at his feet and learn from him, and we should love and worship him.
It may appear that Jesus is cruel by not allowing the former demoniac to go with him, but
this is not the case. Jesus has not abandoned this man. Rather, Jesus has put this man to
work in his vineyard! This formerly useless man has become useful! He is a fisher of men!
He is now doing what is seen in the parable of the two kinds of soil! He is bearing fruit!
In Mark 5:21-43 there are two different healing stories, but Mark has tied them together.
This technique of combining two stories into one is often used by Mark. He does this
because he wants his readers to consider the stories as a single unit. They, together, are
saying something important. He introduces one healing story (verses 21-24), but before
the conclusion of this first healing story he tells a second healing story (verses 25-34),
then he concludes the first healing story (verses 35-43). A major element tying these two
stories together is faith (see 5:34 and 5:36).
The fact that a little girl is sick and will not live out her days should have been troubling
to the people. Her sickness is evidence that all is not well in the land of Israel (see
Deuteronomy 28:45-46). Jesus is the only one who reverses the curse!
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years, 26 and who had suffered much under many physicians, and
had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse.
27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him
in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch
even his garments, I will be made well.” 29 And immediately the
flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed
of her disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had
gone out from him, immediately turned about in the crowd and said,
“Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You
see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched
me?’” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But
the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and
trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth.
34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in
peace, and be healed of your disease.”90

35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house
some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any
further?” 36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler
89

This woman was, according to the Old Covenant, unclean (see Leviticus 15:25-33).
Everywhere she went she would have been reminded of this fact. Jesus, however, makes
the unclean to be clean. Jesus doesn’t become unclean when he is touched by unclean
people. Rather, everyone who touches him (by faith) is made clean.
Compare the woman cleansed by Jesus in Mark 5 with the description of the person who
is cleansed from an impurity in Leviticus 15:25-33. In Leviticus 15, the person who is
cleansed must count off a certain number of days and must go to the “tent of meeting”
and make a sacrifice before she is clean. The woman in Mark 5 does none of these things.
She doesn’t wait a certain number of days, she doesn’t go to the temple in Jerusalem, and
she doesn’t offer any sacrifices. Rather, she is cleansed instantly when she comes to “the
temple” of Jesus’ body, and he, based on her faith in him, tells her that she can go in peace.
She doesn’t need to offer any sacrifices because Jesus (when he dies on the cross) sacrifices
his own body to cover all the uncleanness of all his people! The sacrifices for cleansing
under the Old Covenant are a picture of Christ’s sacrifice of himself for the people’s
cleansing under the New Covenant.
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Compare the regulations for priests in Leviticus 15:25-33 with the actions taken by Jesus
in Mark 5. In Leviticus 15, the person is only to be declared clean after a waiting period
of seven days. Jesus, however, declares this woman to be clean at once. The priest under
the Old Covenant offers two turtledoves or two pigeons as a sacrifice. Jesus, however,
offers himself. He is operating as a different kind of priest with a different set of rules.
Their priesthood was temporary. His, however, is eternal (see Hebrews 9:11-28).
Many people in the crowd are “touching” Jesus but aren’t experiencing healing from him.
That is because only one person, the “unclean” woman, truly touches him by faith. This
woman is instantly healed and becomes “clean”. The rest of the people, those who don’t
touch him by faith, are not cleansed by Jesus. They need his cleansing just as much as
the woman needed his cleansing. They do not understand, however, their great need. The
reason all people need cleansing is outlined in Romans 3:10-18.
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of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.”91 37 And he allowed
no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of
James.92 38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue,
and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making
a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.”93
40 And they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took
the child’s father and mother and those who were with him and went
in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her,
“Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.”94 42 And
immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve
years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement.
43 And he strictly charged them that no one should know this, and
told them to give her something to eat.95
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This miracle is evidence of Christ’s power over all things, even death. The bodily
resurrection that this little girl experiences will be experienced by all of Jesus’ family one
day (see Isaiah 25:8, Daniel 12:1-3, John 11:17-27, and 1 Corinthians 15:12-58).
Jesus is bringing witnesses with him. These witnesses will share the events with the other
Apostles. Not only that, but two of these witnesses actually write New Testament books.
Having these three witnesses at key events ensures that people cannot say that Jesus didn’t
actually do these miracles.
God’s people who have died are sometimes said to be sleeping, because sleep isn’t a
permanent state. Sleeping people wake up. God will, at the resurrection, cause the mortal
bodies of his saints to “wake up” (see Daniel 12:1-3 and Acts 7:60).
Again, Christ is not like the priests serving at the temple in Jerusalem. They were made
unclean by death (see Leviticus 21:1-15 for rules regarding how the priests are to relate
to dead bodies). Christ is not made unclean by death. He needs no special ceremony to
cleanse himself after touching the dead, for he is forever clean. The regulations for priests
demonstrate that the priests in the Old Testament were not greater than every enemy of
God’s people. They were not greater than death (see also Numbers 6:6-11, 19:11-19, and
Deuteronomy 14:1-2). Christ, however, has power over all things, even death itself (see
1 Corinthians 15:20-28). This little girl is like all of God’s people. Words like Christ’s
words to the little girl (“I say to you, arise”) will one day be repeated to all of God’s
people.
Both of these stories (the woman who is healed of her bleeding and the girl who is raised
from the dead) are signs that the kingdom of God has come in Christ and that it is
growing. Where faith in Jesus is found, there is cleansing, purity, and life. Purity is found
in Christ. It is not found in keeping purity laws (see also Mark 7:14-23). Notice that
while these two healings are signs of the kingdom’s growth, only a few truly see it.
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1 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his
disciples followed him. 2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in
the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying,
“Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to
him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3 Is not this
the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they
took offense at him.96 4 And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in
his own household.” 5 And he could do no mighty work there, except
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And
he marveled because of their unbelief.97
And he went about among the villages teaching.

7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two,
and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them
to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag,
no money in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not put on two
tunics.98 10 And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay
there until you depart from there. 11 And if any place will not receive
you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust
that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went
out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13 And they cast out
many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed
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The fact that people are offended by the Christ was prophesied in the Old Testament (see
Isaiah 8:14-15 and 1 Peter 2:8). The followers of Christ should not expect to be treated
better than their Savior.
Jesus cannot do many miracles in his hometown because the people will not come to
him in faith. They do not honor him because they do not consider him to have come from
God. All they can see is his humanity. The lack of miracles in Jesus’ hometown does not
demonstrate a lack of power on Jesus’ part. It demonstrates a lack of faith in the people.
The people are offended at his humanness, that is why they cannot believe that Jesus is
the Christ. Jesus is 100% God and 100% man. Both of these can be offensive to people.
Compare these verses to Mark 5:34-36. In those verses, Jesus emphasizes the importance
of faith. The people in his hometown have no faith. Unlike the “unclean” woman, no one
in Jesus’ hometown “reached out to touch his garments” in faith.
Notice the contrast between the meager provisions permitted to the 12 Apostles (verses
7-13) and the luxurious excess exhibited by Herod Antipas (verses 14-29). The followers
of Christ are to trust in God and in his provision. They are not to trust in themselves or in
their money.
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them.99

14 King Herod100 heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known.
Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That
is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But others
said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of
the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17 For it was Herod who
had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her.
18 For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to
have your brother’s wife.”101 19 And Herodias had a grudge against
him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20 for Herod
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet
he heard him gladly.
21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the leading
men of Galilee. 22 For when Herodias’s daughter came in and
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the
girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23 And
he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half
of my kingdom.” 24 And she went out and said to her mother, “For
what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.”
99
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Once again, Mark combines two stories. He begins with the account of Jesus sending out
the 12 Apostles (verses 7-13), he then tells the story of Herod killing John (verses 14-29),
he then returns to the story of the Apostles (verses 30-52). Mark wants his readers to see
these stories together. Mark doesn’t tell the reader how the two stories tie together. This
needs to be discovered by closely reading and rereading the text.
Herod is not actually a king. He is a “tetrarch”—an administrator for Caesar (see
Matthew 14:1 and Luke 9:7-9). But Herod wants to be a king and he acts like a king.
The irony is that Jesus is the real King and John the Baptist is the messenger of the real
King ( Jesus won’t be referred to as a king until Mark 15). Here, a pretend king (Herod)
demonstrates his hatred of the kingdom of God by killing the messenger of the real King.
Herod promises to give his wife’s daughter up to half of his kingdom. But Herod doesn’t
have a kingdom. He cannot, therefore, deliver this gift. The same may be said for every
pretend “king” on this earth. They do not have a kingdom, and they cannot deliver what
they are promising. Jesus, however, is a real King and he has a real kingdom. He promises
that his followers will inherit the whole earth (see Psalm 37:9-11, 22, 29, 34, Isaiah 57:13,
and Matthew 5:5). As the true King, Jesus will keep his word. His followers will never be
put to shame, they will inherit the earth, and they will see the punishment of the wicked
(see, again, Psalm 37). John’s death foreshadows Jesus’ death.
John’s message is that all people (rich or poor, powerful or powerless, king or servant, Jew
or Gentile) must repent. This is still true: “now he commands all people everywhere to
repent” (Acts 17:30).
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25 And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked,
saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist
on a platter.” 26 And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because
of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her.
27 And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28 and
brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave
it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and
took his body and laid it in a tomb.102
30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they
had done and taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come away by
yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were
102

The death of John the Baptist does not, at first glance, seem to fit with the parable of the
growing mustard seed (Mark 4:30-32), for, with the beheading of John, the kingdom of
God appears to be losing to the powers of darkness. John the Baptist is a holy man, yet he
is killed by a wicked man. How does this demonstrate growth in the kingdom of God?
We must remember that the same thing happened to many of the prophets in the Old
Testament and to our Lord and to almost all of the Apostles and to countless others. It
is happening today. How do we, as followers of Christ, continue in faith when we see
innumerable “defeats” like this? We must remember that these “defeats” are not actually
defeats. They are victories. When the saints suffer and die, they are demonstrating that
they love God more than they love their own lives. The first Adam would not stand
against Satan. He would not lay down his life for the sake of his God and King. He
would not defend God’s place against Satan and his lies. Adam was to “keep” the garden
(see Genesis 2:15). This means he should have kept evil from it. He did not do this.
He loved his life too much to lay it down for the glory of God. The followers of Christ,
however, do lay down their lives for the glory of God and for the honor of Christ. That
is exactly what John the Baptist is doing in this chapter. He knows that calling Herod to
repent of his sin is dangerous, yet he doesn’t give in to fear. He trusts in God, knowing
that he will not be put to shame on the last day.
The saints (even the Old Testament saints) conquer Satan because of the victory Jesus
won on the cross and because of their faith in Christ: “And they have conquered him by
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives
even unto death” (Revelation 12:11).
It is helpful to consider how Jesus continued when he saw and experienced defeats like
this. He did not quit. Instead, even in the midst of great pain (as the perfect man, we
must know that the death of this saint deeply saddened Jesus), he continued “for the joy
that was set before him” (Hebrews 12:2). Jesus did not, at this time, save John’s life. But
we need to remember, he ultimately did save John’s life (in the same way that he saves the
lives of all those who trust in him). He did this when he died on the cross. Jesus didn’t, at
least in Mark 6, prevent the injustice against John. He did something greater. He went to
the cross so that all injustice might forever be defeated.
The death of John the Baptist indicates that his role as a “messenger” of Christ has been
fulfilled. He has announced Christ’s coming, and has served his purpose. However, his
ministry continued to influence people in the first century (see Acts 18:25 and Acts 19:34). It also continues to impact people today! The suffering and death of a saint is never
wasted!
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coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they
went away in the boat to a desolate103 place by themselves. 33 Now
many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on
foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he
went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd.104 And he began
to teach them many things.105 35 And when it grew late, his disciples
103

104

105

Three different times, Mark emphasizes that the place is desolate (see Mark 6:31, 32,
and 35). Mark wants his readers to picture this area as a wilderness. Like Moses, Jesus
is leading the people through the wilderness (a place with no food) to God’s good place.
Jesus, again, demonstrates that he is the prophet like Moses (see Deuteronomy 18:15-19),
leading God’s people to God’s place. But this story is not just meant to cause the people
to see Jesus as the new and better Moses. They are also to see him as the true bread from
heaven (see John 6). They are to see him as the one who is the good shepherd (see Psalm
23:1-2). They are to see him as the one who brings abundance and satisfaction to God’s
people (see Joel 2:24-27 and Amos 9:13-15).
The phrase “sheep without a shepherd” is first used by Moses in Numbers 27:17. Moses
is about to die. Therefore, Moses asks God to raise up a “shepherd” who will “go out
before them and come in before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, that
the congregation of the LORD may not be as sheep that have no shepherd”. Joshua is a
temporary answer to Moses’ prayer. God uses Joshua to lead his people across the Jordan
and into the Promised Land. However, Joshua has many limitations. He only has some
of Moses’ authority (see Numbers 27:20). And, unlike Moses, he doesn’t speak with God
face-to-face (see Deuteronomy 34:10-12). Instead, Joshua needs to go through a priest
in order to speak with God (see Numbers 27:21). And, even though Joshua is able to
help the people defeat many of their external enemies, Joshua cannot deliver the people
from themselves. Joshua’s other problem is that he eventually dies (see Joshua 24:31). In
summary, Joshua is not able to give the people true rest—rest from their enemies and rest
from their struggles (see Hebrews 3 and 4). After Joshua’s death, other “shepherds”, many
who were not as faithful as Joshua, begin to lead Israel. Israel follows these shepherds.
Thus, if a judge or king is good, the people will follow this “shepherd” into what is right.
But if a judge or king is bad, the people usually follow him into what is bad. Even David,
while he is a great king, isn’t a perfect shepherd. The people need a better shepherd than
David. Moses’ prayer in Numbers 27:17 isn’t ultimately fulfilled by any of the “shepherds”
in the Old Testament. That is why the Old Testament prophets declare that a new
shepherd is coming who will perfectly care for God’s people (see Ezekiel 34:1-31). The
New Testament proclaims that Jesus is the Good Shepherd (see John 10:1-30, Hebrews
13:20-21, 1 Peter 2:25, and 5:4). As the Good Shepherd, Jesus feeds, comfort, and
protects his sheep. Jesus lays down his life for his sheep. He brings his people to full and
final rest (see Matthew 11:28-30).
One of the ways Jesus provides on-going care for his people is through the elders of the
church. Elders in the New Testament are also called shepherds. They serve under the chief
shepherd, Jesus. Like Jesus, they are to feed, comfort, and protect Christ’s sheep. Like
Jesus, the elders are to feed the sheep the word of God. The elders, like Jesus, are to lay
down their lives for the sheep (see Acts 20:17-38 and 1 Peter 5:1-4).
As the shepherd of God’s people, Jesus “feeds them” God’s word. Again, Jesus is “the
prophet like Moses” who must be listened to. He is shepherding God’s people toward
God’s place. See Deuteronomy 18:15-19.
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came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now
late. 36 Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside
and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”106 37 But he
answered them, “You give them something to eat.”107 And they said to
him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give
it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many loaves do you
have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five,
and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups
on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and
by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up
to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them
to the disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish
among them all. 42 And they all ate and were satisfied.108 43 And

106
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The “food” Christ provides can’t be bought with money. It comes from his hands.
Jesus has already given the Apostles authority to do his work (see Mark 3:13-19 and 6:713). He has sent them out as his representatives, and they have had success. Here, Jesus, the
Chief Shepherd, commands his under-shepherds to feed the people. The Apostles do not
obey Jesus. Instead, they doubt Jesus’ word. They forget that God provided everything they
needed when they were sent out earlier (Mark 6:7-13). The same thing happens when Jesus
feeds the 4,000 (see Mark 8:1-10). The Apostles still need to learn that they can trust Jesus.
The “satisfaction” of the people is also emphasized in Mark 8:8. The leftover baskets in both
feeding stories (the feeding of the 5,000 and the feeding of the 4,000) prove that there is
more than enough food for everyone. This is significant because of certain Old Testament
prophecies regarding events that will take place on “the day of the LORD”—the day when
the kingdom of God will come in power. The prophets write that, during this time, there
will be an abundance of grain in the land. They prophesy that the people of God will eat
and be satisfied: “You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD
your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to
shame. You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God
and there is none else. And my people shall never again be put to shame” ( Joel 2:26-27). By
emphasizing that the people eat so much that they are satisfied, Mark is telling his readers
that Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophecy (see also Psalm 22:26 and 107:9). He is the
one who reverses the curse that fell on Israel because of their disobedience: “They shall eat,
but not be satisfied” (Hosea 4:10). The feeding of the 5,000 is a sign that Jesus is the one
who provides manna from heaven so that God’s people will never hunger and thirst again
(see John 6). But Jesus does more than just provide manna from heaven. He is the manna
from heaven. Jesus is the “bread” that is broken to give life to the world. See Mark 14:22.
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they took up twelve baskets109 full of broken pieces and of the
fish.110 44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.111

45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the
crowd. 46 And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the
mountain to pray.112 47 And when evening came, the boat was out
on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they
were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And
about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the
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It is worth noting the repetition of the number 12 in these stories (see Mark 5:25, 5:42,
6:7, and 6:43). As 12 is the number of the tribes of Israel, this may be a subtle way of
emphasizing that Jesus is, by his ministry, healing and rebuilding the true people of God.
It’s important to understand that the people of God do not belong to one particular
nation. There is no distinction between Jews and Gentiles. All people of faith in Christ,
whether they are Jews or Gentiles, are part of the one people of God (see Ephesians
2:11-22). All people of faith in Christ are counted as the “Israel of God” (see Galatians
6:16). All people of faith in Christ receive the blessing promised to Abraham (see
Genesis 12:1-3). But while Christ heals and rebuilds and satisfies the true people of God
(those who believe), it is important to note that “unbelieving Israel” is not healed. Many
are crowding around Jesus without receiving any help from him.
This miracle is called a “sign” in John 6:14. For the purpose of “signs” see John 20:30-31.
It is significant to note that the signs Jesus does are very similar to the miracles done
by prophets in the Old Testament. Jesus purposely does what the prophets did (see,
for instance, the story of Elisha and the bread being multiplied in 2 Kings 4:42-44) so
that people will think hard about his identity and will put their faith in him. But, as
may be seen by studying passages like 2 Kings 4:42-44, Jesus’ miracles aren’t exactly like
the miracles in the Old Testament. They are far greater than anything seen in the Old
Testament. The miracles the prophets did are tiny pictures of what THE prophet Jesus
does (see Deuteronomy 18:15-19). The anointed leaders in the Old Testament, whether
they are prophets, priests, or kings, are all small pictures of God’s anointed leader,
Jesus. He is the perfect Prophet, Priest, and King over God’s people.
The feeding of the 5,000 and the sign of walking on the water are connected (see
6:51-52). Again, Mark wants his readers to consider these two signs together. The
Apostles don’t understand something about the feeding of the 5,000. The reader is
supposed to think hard about these two signs and to understand their true meaning.
Mark does not tell us the content of Jesus’ prayer. However, it seems likely that he is
asking the Father to open the eyes of the people (particularly the eyes of the Apostles)
so that they might see who he is, and they will come to him in faith. As is evident from
8:17-21, even the Apostles are, at this time, confused. They are unclear about Jesus’ true
identity. They need a miracle from heaven in order to grasp Jesus’ true identity. The same
is true today.
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sea.
He meant to pass by them,
49 but when they saw him
walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for
they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them
and said, “Take heart; it is I.115 Do not be afraid.” 51 And he got
into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly
astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their
hearts were hardened.

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret
and moored to the shore. 54 And when they got out of the boat, the
people immediately recognized him 55 and ran about the whole
region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever
they heard he was. 56 And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or
countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him
that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as
touched it were made well.116
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As with Mark 4:35-41, carefully read Job 9:4-12, 26:11-14, 38:8-11, Psalm 65:7-8, 89:910, 106:8-9, 107:23-31, and Isaiah 51:9-11. Again, by doing the very same things that are
said of Yahweh, Jesus is demonstrating that he is God and that he has the power to save
his people and to safely bring them across the “sea” to “dry land”. Jesus does things that
only God can do: he feeds his people and he walks on the sea. These are signs of his great
power. Because of his great power, the Apostles, and all his true family, can trust Jesus
with their lives.
The same verb translated “pass by” is used in regard to Yahweh in Exodus 33:19, 34:6, and
Job 9:11. All of these passages relate to Yahweh displaying his great power. Jesus is doing
what Yahweh does! However, he does not “pass by” the frightened Apostles. As “God
with us”, he climbs in the boat with them!
Instead of “Take heart; it is I”, the Greek reads, “Take heart, I am”. Based on the sign of
walking on the water (which is something that God alone is able to do) it appears likely
that Jesus wants his Apostles to take courage because he is “I am”. “I am” is the sacred
name of God (see Exodus 3:13-15 and 6:2-8). Jesus is able to use this name because it has
been given to him by God the Father (see Philippians 2:8-11).
This is another summary statement in Mark. Notice, Mark does not focus on one
particular act of Jesus in these verses. He talks about many things that he is doing. These
summary statements serve to divide the book into sections. After a summary statement, a
new section begins. The reader needs to determine how each new section differs from the
previous section.
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1 Now when the Pharisees gathered to him,117 with some of the
scribes who had come from Jerusalem, 2 they saw that some of
his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed.
3 (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash
their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, 4 and
when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they
wash. And there are many other traditions that they observe, such
as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining
couches.)118 5 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why
do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders,
but eat with defiled hands?” 6 And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written,
“‘This people honors me with their lips,
    but their heart is far from me;
7 in vain do they worship me,

117
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This begins a new section in Mark. It begins with another conflict with the Pharisees. The
first conflict with the Pharisees in Mark was in 2:13-28.
Verses where Mark explains Jewish customs (like 7:3-4) are indications that Mark was
writing with Gentile readers in mind. Otherwise he wouldn’t have had to explain Jewish
customs.
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    teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’

119

8 You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of
men.”
9 And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the
commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! 10 For
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever
reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say, ‘If a man
119

Jesus quotes Isaiah 29:13 here, but he is almost certainly thinking of much more than
just this one verse in this particular chapter of Isaiah. By quoting the first verse of a new
section in Isaiah, Jesus is telling the Pharisees then (and he is telling the readers of Mark
now) to carefully consider the entire passage (Isaiah 29:13-24). Close reading of these
verses in Isaiah reveals that Isaiah 29:13-24 is very much like Mark 7. Consider the
following connections between these chapters:
Isaiah 29:13-16 is written in regard to Israel’s “wise men” and “discerning men”. These
“wise” leaders in Israel do not love God, but pretend to worship him by following rules
they have made up themselves. In Mark 7:1-13, Jesus tells the Pharisees that they are the
ones Isaiah is writing about.
Even though these “wise men” won’t worship God, God promises to do “wonderful
things with this people” (Isaiah 29:14). This is exactly what happens in Mark 7. In spite
of opposition by the Jewish leaders, God is, through Jesus, doing wonderful things among
the people. The “wise” Pharisees, however, cannot recognize his work! They miss the
wonderful things God is doing because they are focused on their man-made rules.
The wonderful things God promises to do are seen in Isaiah 29:17-18. These verses
are echoed in Mark 7. The first of the “wonderful things” God promises to do involves
the land of Lebanon. Isaiah 29:17 reads, “Is it not yet a very little while until Lebanon
shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest?”.
Isaiah is describing a time when, even though the Jewish leaders are resisting God by
following man-made rules, the Gentile region of Lebanon, a region outside of Israel,
will begin bearing fruit for God. This is exactly what happens in Mark 7:24-30. Jesus
goes to “the region of Tyre and Sidon” (the same area as Lebanon—see Isaiah 29:17!).
The Syrophoenician woman comes to him in faith and begs him to heal her daughter.
Her begging is proof that she has genuine faith. The daughter is healed. This pagan area
is becoming fruitful! Since Israel’s leaders (the Pharisees) will not receive the wonderful
things God is doing through Christ, he goes to a place where they are received!
But there is still another connection between Isaiah 29 and Mark 7. Isaiah 29:18 reads,
“In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book.” In Mark 7:31-36, Jesus heals a
deaf man.
Finally, Isaiah 29:19 reads, “The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, and the
poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah describes the “meek”
and the “poor” rejoicing in “the Holy One of Israel”. Mark 7:37 reads, “And they were
astonished beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf
hear and the mute speak.’” It is important to note that, in this passage, the Pharisees and
leaders aren’t astonished and aren’t rejoicing in Christ. They hate him and his work. The
people rejoicing in the work of Christ are the ordinary people.
Isaiah 29 is not the only passage from Isaiah echoed in the book of Mark. Isaiah’s words
are echoed throughout this book. See, for instance, Isaiah 35.
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tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from
me is Corban”’ (that is, given to God)— 12 then you no longer permit
him to do anything for his father or mother, 13 thus making void the
word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many
such things you do.”

14 And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear
me, all of you, and understand: 15 There is nothing outside a person
that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out
of a person are what defile him.” 17 And when he had entered the
house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable.
18 And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding?
Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot
defile him, 19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is
expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.)120 20 And he said,
“What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21 For from within,
out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft,
murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy,
slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within,
and they defile a person.”121
24 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet
he could not be hidden. 25 But immediately a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down
at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by
birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.
27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right
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This is an editorial comment by Mark. He inserts these comments to help the reader
further understand something. He also does this in 3:30, 5:8, 7:3-4, and 13:14.
These wicked things are all the “fruit of Adam”. Christ came to cleanse people
of wickedness so that they might produce the “fruit of the Spirit” (see Galatians 5:22-23).
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to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
28 But she
answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the
children’s crumbs.” 29 And he said to her, “For this statement you
may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And she
went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.123

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon
to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they
brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment,
and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And taking him
aside from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and
after spitting touched his tongue. 34 And looking up to heaven, he
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And
his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly.124 36 And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more
he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 And they
122
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It could appear that Jesus is not showing love to this woman or is being unkind to this
woman because she is a Gentile. However, Jesus is not being unloving or unkind. Jesus
clearly loves Gentiles because God loves Gentiles, and Jesus’ actions and attitudes always
please God (see Mark 1:11 and 9:7). In the Old Testament, God repeatedly demonstrates
his love for Gentiles (examples include Rahab, Ruth, Uriah the Hittite, the widow in
Elijah’s day, Namaan the Ninevite, and the sailors with Jonah). At Jesus’ birth, God
causes Gentiles to come and worship Christ, demonstrating that Christ is a king for all
peoples (see Matthew 2:1-12). After his resurrection, Jesus sends the Apostles to the
“end of the earth” (Acts 1:8), that is, to the Gentiles. When the Apostles are slow to
obey this command, the Holy Spirit specifically calls Peter to preach to the Gentiles (see
Acts 10-11). Thus, both before Christ’s earthly ministry and after his resurrection, God
demonstrates an intense love for all people, whether they are Jew or Gentile. Why, then,
during the period of Christ’s earthly ministry, does Jesus specifically go to the Jews? He
does this because he was sent to the people of Israel. He wasn’t sent to the Gentiles. That
task has been left to the church.
When Christ’s actions in Mark (or in any of the gospels) do not make sense, we must
remember that Christ came to earth on a very specific mission. He is unique and needed
to do things in a certain way during the few years of his public ministry before his death
and resurrection. For instance, when Jesus commands people not to tell others about a
miracle he has done, we need to know that this was for a very specific reason that applied
during his earthly ministry before his death and resurrection. In the same way, during the
very brief time period before his death and resurrection, Jesus needed to go to the Jews.
This is not because God only loves Jewish people. It is because blessing for the world
came through the Jewish people.
In verses 1-30 we have a comparison of false faith and true faith. The Pharisees look like
“true believers” in God (7:1-23), but are denounced. The woman from Syrophoenicia is
outwardly unclean. However, she has faith and is blessed by God. The fact that she keeps
asking Jesus to heal her daughter demonstrates the reality of her faith (7:24-30).
The prophets declare that the opening of the ears of the deaf is a sign of the Christ and of
the glorious day of the LORD (see Isaiah 29:18 and 35:5). Those who have eyes of faith
recognize and rejoice in the fact that the day of the LORD has come in Christ!
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were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things
well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

MARK 8
1 In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they
had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them,
2 “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with
me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them
away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of
them have come from far away.” 4 And his disciples answered him,
“How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate
place?” 5 And he asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.” 6 And he directed the crowd to sit down on the
ground. And he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, he
broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people;
and they set them before the crowd. 7 And they had a few small
fish. And having blessed them, he said that these also should be set
before them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the
broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9 And there were about
four thousand people. And he sent them away. 10 And immediately
he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the district of
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Dalmanutha.125

11 The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from
him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his
spirit and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say
to you, no sign will be given to this generation.” 13 And he left them,
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See the notes regarding the feeding of the 5,000 (Mark 6:30-44). It is significant to note
that the same elements are found in both stories. The place is desolate (8:4/6:31, 32, and
35). Jesus has compassion on the people (8:2/6:34). Jesus says that the people should be
fed (8:2-3/6:37). The Apostles do not believe the people can be feed with the resources
that are available (8:4/6:37). Jesus takes a very little, thanks God for it, breaks it, and
gives it to the Apostles to give to the people (8:6-7/6:41). The people eat and are satisfied
(8:8/6:42). Baskets are filled with left over pieces and the baskets are counted (8:8/6:43).
The number of people who were fed is also counted (8:9/6:44).
The fact that this “sign” is repeated two times (Mark 6:30-44 and 8:1-10) is highly
significant. Why does Jesus do this exact same sign two different times? And why does
Mark feel that telling this story two separate times is so important? This story takes up
a lot of space in Mark’s book, and Mark could have summarized this story in the same
way he summarizes other miracles. But he chooses not to do this. Again, why does he go
into so much detail about both feedings when they are so similar? Clearly, Jesus wants his
Apostles to learn something about his identity and his work. And Jesus wants the people
to learn something about his identity and his work. But what is he trying to teach each of
these groups? That is what the reader needs to discern. At the very least, Jesus is teaching
his Apostles that they are to be concerned for Jesus’ sheep. Beyond this, they are to help
feed his sheep. And he is teaching them that, because of his power, there will always be
more than enough to meet the needs of the sheep. But is there more to these stories? It is
significant that there is one more story of Jesus breaking bread in Mark. It is on the night
of the Last Supper (see 14:22-25). At this time, Jesus breaks bread and tells the Apostles
that the broken bread is his body. He commands his followers to eat this bread. Surely,
Mark wants his readers to connect all of these stories about broken bread. Not only is
Jesus the New Moses bringing manna from heaven for God’s hungry people (6:30-44
and 8:1-9), he is also the bread itself (14:22-25)! There is no sustenance for God’s people
outside of Jesus’ broken body (see also John 6). Jesus commands his followers to receive
their life from him. And he commands his followers to share this broken bread with
others. This happens as we share the gospel message. All those who eat this bread are
eternally satisfied. See Psalm 22:26 and 107:9.
It is significant to note that Jesus rebukes the disciples in 8:14-21 because they didn’t
understand the meaning of these signs. Readers today should be careful to think hard and
to try to discern the meaning of these signs.
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got into the boat again, and went to the other side.126

14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one
loaf with them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch
out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.”
16 And they began discussing with one another the fact that they
had no bread. 17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are
you discussing the fact that you have no bread?127 Do you not yet
perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes
do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not
remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said
to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many
baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him,
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It is significant that verses 11-13 follow immediately after the feeding of the 4,000. Jesus
has just done a tremendous “sign”, yet the Pharisees want to put him to the test by asking
for another sign. They refuse to “see” any of the signs Jesus is doing. They want Jesus to
do the signs of their own choosing. This is great wickedness. When Jesus says that he will
not give a sign to “this generation”, he clearly doesn’t mean that he won’t do any signs at
all. He means that he won’t do any signs for the wicked people (like the Pharisees) who
refuse to trust in the signs he has already given. “This generation” is another way of saying
“this adulterous and sinful generation” (see Mark 8:38, Matthew 12:39, and Matthew
16:4). The word “adulterous” is used because, in the Old Testament, Yahweh was called
Israel’s husband, and Israel was supposed to be God’s faithful wife. God is faithful to his
promises. But the Israelites worship other gods. The Pharisees are exactly like the people
of Israel in the Old Testament. They are committing adultery against God by following
a religion of man-made rules. The word “sinful” is used because the Pharisees are sinning.
Their sins include refusing to acknowledge Jesus as the Christ, attempting to sway the
crowds from Christ, and planning the death of the Christ.
Jesus is not talking about literal leaven. He is talking about two different kinds of “leaven”
(false teaching) that will destroy a person. The first kind of leaven is the teaching of the
Pharisees. They pretend to love God, but they are liars. They love themselves. They love
their man-made religion that exalts themselves and dishonors Christ. The pride of the
Pharisees is seen in Mark 8:11. In this verse, we see them putting Christ to the test!
Christ-less religion is deadly. Even though it may have an appearance of godliness, it will
destroy a person. The second kind of leaven is the teaching of Herod. Herod seems to
represent worldliness, for he lived for the pleasures of the moment. He wants his brother’s
wife, so he takes her for himself. He enjoys a girl’s dancing, so he makes a foolish promise.
He is afraid of what his guests will think of him if he refuses the girl’s wicked request, so
he kills John the Baptist (see Mark 6:14-29). Herod is completely governed by his flesh.
Jesus tells his followers (both in the first century and today) that Christ-less religion
(represented by the Pharisees) and worldliness (represented by Herod) are both dangerous
and, if they are not guarded against, will soon spread throughout a person’s life. The only
way to avoid the leaven of the Pharisees (Christ-less religion) or of Herod (worldliness) is
to receive your true teaching from Christ. He is the only one who is to influence you. His
“leaven” is good and leads to eternal life.
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“Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?”128

22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a
blind man and begged him to touch him. 23 And he took the blind
man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had spit
on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see
anything?” 24 And he looked up and said, “I see people, but they
look like trees, walking.” 25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes
again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw
everything clearly. 26 And he sent him to his home, saying, “Do not
even enter the village.”129
27 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea
Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that I am?” 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say,
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Verses 14-21 re-emphasize the great importance of the signs of the feeding of the 5,000
and the feeding of the 4,000. The Apostles still don’t understand the meaning of these
signs. Their vision of the Christ is still blurry. The next miracle (described in verses 22-26)
is related to the blurry vision of the Apostles. They need a miracle from heaven in order to
see Christ clearly.
This story is not intended to demonstrate that Jesus sometimes needs two attempts in
order to heal a person. There is a reason Jesus partially heals this man the first time. But
what is the reason for the partial healing and the man’s blurry vision? The reader is forced
to think hard about this healing. The answer seems to be found in the verses surrounding
this healing. The verses before this healing (8:14-21) are about the inability of the
Apostles to see clearly (see, particularly, 8:17-18). They have blurry spiritual vision. In the
verses after this healing (8:27-30) Peter makes a stunning declaration that Jesus is the
Christ (see 8:29). Peter is, in these verses, seeing very clearly. Something has happened
that has caused the Apostles to see Christ with great clarity. The vision of the Apostles,
therefore, seems to be what this healing is all about.
This healing story seems to be something like an acted parable. The man is like the
Apostles. He is touched by Jesus, but he still can’t see clearly. When he looks at people,
they look like trees walking around. The Apostles, like the man, have also been “touched”
by Jesus. They, however, don’t see Christ clearly. He is still blurry to them. The man needs
to be touched by Jesus a second time in order to see clearly. In the same way, the Apostles
need a miracle from heaven in order to be able to see Christ clearly.
The story of the blind man in 8:22-26 is the first part of an envelope setting apart a
new section of Mark. This section in Mark concludes with another story of a blind man
being healed (see 10:46-52). That story is the second part of the envelope. In between
these two “blind man” stories (Mark 8:27-10:45) is a great amount of teaching about how
those who follow Jesus are to think and how they are to live. The envelope of “blind men”
stories around the teaching in the middle teaches the reader that a miracle from heaven is
needed in order for people to see Christ clearly and to live as Jesus’ disciples.
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Elijah;130 and others, one of the prophets.”131 29 And he asked
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are
the132 Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about
him.133

31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man134 must suffer
many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and
the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.135 32 And
he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the
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The people expect Elijah to come back to Israel before the day of the LORD because
Malachi 4:5 reads, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and
awesome day of the LORD comes”. They are wondering if Jesus is the Elijah that
Malachi is speaking about. Jesus is not the Elijah who was to come. John the Baptist,
however, is the “Elijah” sent by God to prepare the people for the Christ.
Notice, none of the answers given by the crowds are correct. No one thinks Jesus is “the
Christ”. Even with all the signs that they have seen, the majority of the people simply do
not know who Jesus is. The signs in Mark serve the same purpose today. When people
read about the signs, they are to learn that Jesus is the Christ and, beyond this, they are to
put their faith in him. Again, for the purpose of signs, see John 20:30-31.
By using the word “the” before “Christ”, Peter is indicating that he consider Jesus to be
“THE” coming King promised in the Old Testament (see Luke 24:25-27 and 44-49).
This is a temporary command, in effect only until the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Jesus does not want the words about his identity to keep him from death.
Even though Peter calls Jesus “the Christ” in verse 29, Mark indicates that Jesus uses
the title “Son of Man” when he is teaching about himself (see verse 31). Mark wants
his readers to make a connection between the Christ and the Son of Man. Jesus does
not often use the title “Christ” in reference to himself (see Mark 14:61-62), however, he
often uses the title “Son of Man” in reference to himself. Son of Man is a title taken from
a prophecy in Daniel 7 about a coming ruler referred to as “one like a son of man” (see
Mark 2:10, 2:28, 8:31, 8:38, 9:9, 9:12, 9:31, 10:33, 10:45, 13:26, 14:21, 14:41, and 14:62).
Now that the Apostles understand that Jesus is the Christ, Jesus adds to their
understanding about himself. He refers to himself as the Son of Man and tells them that,
as the Son of Man, he must suffer, be rejected, die, and rise again. This is the first of three
predictions about his own death and resurrection that Jesus makes in Mark (see also
9:30-32 and 10:32-34). Significantly, all three predictions of Jesus’ death are immediately
followed by the Apostles saying something foolish and self-serving (see 8:32-33, 9:33-37,
and 10:35-45). Mark wants his readers to see that the Apostles, even though they now
understand that Jesus is the Christ, do not yet understand that Christ didn’t come to be
served, but to serve. They demonstrate that they don’t yet understand that they are to
imitate Christ in his humility. Serving requires suffering. The Apostles do not know this
yet.
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things of God, but on the things of man.”

136

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them,
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.
36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit
his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”137

136
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Peter understands that Jesus is the Christ. But he doesn’t understand that Jesus, as the
Son of Man, needs to suffer and die. He wants Jesus to be exalted without suffering and
death. God’s plan requires that Jesus suffer and die and rise again. This is Christ’s path to
glory (see Philippians 2:5-11). The suffering and death and resurrection of Christ is also
the believer’s only path to glory. By trying to keep Jesus from suffering, Peter is, although
he doesn’t know it, actually attempting to keep him from glory!
The Apostles don’t want Jesus to suffer. Here, Jesus teaches the Apostles and the crowd
that all those who would follow him will suffer for his name. The only path to glory, for
anyone, involves death. All those who would follow the Son of Man will follow him to
the cross. This is the first reference to the cross in Mark. Here, Christ is foreshadowing
the manner of his death.
The warning in verse 38 is a gracious gift to those who would follow Jesus. God uses
warning passages like these to motivate his people to obey him and to help them avoid
those actions that lead to judgement. The warning is clear: all those who do not, by their
attitudes and actions, demonstrate that they love Christ and his words will be judged
by him. They will not be numbered among the saints. Instead, at his coming, the “Son
of Man” will count them as members of “this adulterous and sinful generation”. He will
condemn them to eternal punishment.
It is difficult denying yourself, taking up your cross, and following Jesus. It is difficult
living in the middle of an “adulterous and sinful generation”. But remembering that a day
is coming when the “Son of Man” will be revealed in all his glory and that we will have
the privilege of seeing him in his glory and enjoying his glorious presence forever should
motivate believers to boldly live for Christ today. We don’t have to wonder what Christ
in his glory will be like. Mark provides his readers with a picture of Christ in his glory in
the next verses (9:1-8). These verses are, as with the warning in verse 38, a gracious gift
from God. God uses passages like 9:1-8 to motivate believers to, even in the midst of
difficult days, joyfully stand with Christ. Believers stand with Christ because they, by
faith, already see him in all his glory. They know who he is and they are not ashamed of
him. He will, in the same way, not be ashamed of them at his coming.
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1 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after
it has come with power.”138
2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely
white, as no one on earth could bleach them.139 4 And there
appeared to them Elijah with Moses,140 and they were talking with
Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here.
Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for
Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified.141
7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the
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In 9:1-8, Jesus is teaching the Apostles (and his followers today) more about his true
identity. Jesus’ prophecy in 9:1 is fulfilled in 9:2-8. When Jesus refers to “some standing
here”, he is talking about Peter, James, and John. These three Apostles see the kingdom of
God after it has come with power when they go with Jesus up the mountain where he is
transfigured.
The three Apostles are seeing Christ in all his glory! They are seeing “the kingdom of God
after it has come with power”.
Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible. He represents “the Law”. Elijah was
generally considered the greatest of the prophets. He represents “the Prophets”. Their
appearance with Jesus demonstrates that he is the fulfillment of both “the Law” and “the
Prophets” (see Matthew 5:17 and Luke 24:25-27).
Peter still doesn’t understand the greatness of Christ. He doesn’t see Christ as greater than
Moses or Elijah. He considers them all to be equal.

Much later in his life, Peter refers to this event again (see 2 Peter 1:16-21). This time,
after a lifetime of reflection on this event, Peter doesn’t even mention Moses or Elijah!
Like God the Father, Peter ignores Moses and Elijah and focuses only on Jesus. He now,
after the death and resurrection of Christ, and after a lifetime of preaching the gospel
and seeing lives of Jews and Gentiles transformed by Christ, understands the greatness
of Christ.
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cloud, “This is my beloved Son;
listen to him.”
8 And suddenly,
looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.

9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them
to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man144 had
risen from the dead.145 10 So they kept the matter to themselves,
questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. 11 And they
asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?”
12 And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things.
And how is it written of the Son of Man that he should suffer many
things and be treated with contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah has
come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of
him.”146
142
143

See Mark 1:11.
God the Father (who is speaking from heaven) does not even refer to Moses or Elijah! By
ignoring these two great saints, and by only referring to Jesus, God the Father emphasizes
the greatness of Christ.
The phrase “This is my beloved Son” is a declaration that Jesus is the King talked about in
2 Samuel 7:14 and Psalm 2:7.
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The phrase “listen to him” indicates that Jesus is the prophet like Moses whom Moses
prophesied would come in Deuteronomy 18:15-19: “The LORD your God will raise up
for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall
listen—just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly,
when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great
fire any more, lest I die.’ And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have
spoken. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.
And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will
require it of him.’” See also Acts 3:22-23.
Again, notice Mark’s use of the title “Son of Man”. He uses this in key verses pertaining
to the death and resurrection of Christ. Marks wants his readers to think hard about this
title and its meaning.
Jesus is teaching his Apostles about his true identity so that they might, after his
ascension to heaven, teach others about his true identity. The words of the Apostles can be
trusted (see John 14:25-26 and John 16:12-15).
Again, it appears that Jesus doesn’t want his Apostles to share these things until after his
resurrection because he doesn’t want anyone to, upon hearing the words of the Apostles,
attempt to prevent his death. Jesus needs to die. It is his path to glory. It is also our path
to glory. Now that Jesus has died, he wants his people to share these stories! They are
signs of his great glory.
This is a reference to the prophecy regarding Elijah in Malachi 4:5-6. The Apostles are
wondering how the kingdom of God could have come in power if Elijah hasn’t come.
Jesus indicates that Elijah has come. He is referring to John the Baptist. Once again,
notice that Jesus speaks of his suffering, death, and resurrection. This is increasingly
becoming a major theme in Mark.
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14 And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd
around them, and scribes arguing with them. 15 And immediately all
the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to
him and greeted him. 16 And he asked them, “What are you arguing
about with them?” 17 And someone from the crowd answered him,
“Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes
him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and
he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your
disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19 And he answered
them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How
long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.”147 20 And they
brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately
it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about,
foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father, “How long has
this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 And
it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if
you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23 And
Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who
believes.”148 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and
said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”149 25 And when Jesus saw that a
crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying
to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and
never enter him again.” 26 And after crying out and convulsing him
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of
them said, “He is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and
147
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Jesus is frustrated by the lack of faith demonstrated by this “faithless generation”. The
term “faithless generation” seems to be a reference to the Apostles (and possibly others
who were present). Jesus is frustrated because the Apostles have already been given
authority over demons (see 3:15). However, because of a lack of faith and because of
prayerlessness (see verse 29), the Apostles are not able to exercise authority over this
demon. Jesus was absent from the Apostles (he was on the mountain being honored by
God the Father) when they were attempting to drive out the demon. However, even in
his absence, he expected his Apostles to effectively deal with the enemies of God and to
rescue God’s people from Satan. Again, they could not do this because of their lack of
faith and because of their prayerlessness. This event seems to be a small picture of the
present time period. Jesus is, at the present time, not physically present with his people.
He is enthroned in heaven in great glory. However, even in his absence, he expects his
people to have faith and to be praying so that they might effectively exercise his authority
in the earth. We can do this because his Spirit lives within us and he has promised that
those who have faith in him will do the works that he did (see John 14:12-14). In regard
to Christ’s victory over Satan, see Genesis 3:15, Acts 10:38, Ephesians 2:1-10, Colossians
1:13, 2:15, and 1 John 3:8.
The importance of faith is emphasized again in this verse.
Again, faith is emphasized.
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lifted him up, and he arose. 28 And when he had entered the house,
his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”
29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything
but prayer.”150

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he
did not want anyone to know, 31 for he was teaching his disciples,
saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the
hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three
days he will rise.”151 32 But they did not understand the saying, and
were afraid to ask him.152
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they
kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about
who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve.
And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all
and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in the midst
of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever
receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever
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The Apostles, apparently, are not diligent in their prayers at this time. It is significant that
Jesus does not pray before he casts out this demon. When he says, “This kind cannot be
driven out by anything but prayer”, he seems to be referring to more than one prayer (for,
it appears, he doesn’t pray before casting out this demon), but to a lifestyle of prayer. Jesus
demonstrates a lifestyle of prayer by praying early in the morning (see Mark 1:35). Jesus’
followers are to imitate his example.
Jesus keeps teaching his Apostles that he is going to be betrayed, suffer, be killed, and rise
from the dead. Teaching this to his Apostles seems to be the most important thing to
Jesus at this time.
It is worth asking why Jesus keeps emphasizing his suffering, death, and resurrection,
even though his Apostles don’t seem to be able to understand what he is talking about.
By talking about his death and resurrection before these events happen, Jesus proves that
none of the things that happen to him are an accident. Beyond this, the day comes when
the Apostles do understand Jesus’ teachings about his suffering, death, and resurrection.
This happens after his resurrection. At that time, they remember everything Jesus has
ever taught them: “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the
helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all
things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” ( John 14:25-26).
None of Jesus’ teachings are wasted! The Apostles eventually come to understand them
all! They, through their writings, pass Jesus’ teachings on to the church!
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receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”153

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons
in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following
us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a
mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of
me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I
say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you
belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.154
42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to
sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around
his neck and he were thrown into the sea.155 43 And if your hand
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled
than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And
if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life
lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye
causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom
of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell,
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The chapter begins with a demonstration of Jesus’ greatness (9:1-8). Just a few verses
later, the Apostles are arguing about their greatness (9:33-37). Perhaps they are arguing
about who has done the greatest miracles among them. Perhaps Peter, James, and John
are boasting that Jesus has demonstrated their greatness by bringing them with him
when he does great miracles. Jesus corrects their thinking by placing a child in their midst
and saying, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” Greatness in the kingdom of God is
not displayed by exalting oneself. It is displayed by exalting Christ and by treasuring the
things that he treasures (like little children!). Jesus is the foremost example of this kind of
greatness (see Philippians 2:1-11).
The Apostles receive another lesson in 9:38-41. They are bothered because someone else
is casting out demons in Jesus’ name (ironically, in 9:18, Mark declares that the Apostles
weren’t able to cast out a demon). This, again, seems to be an attempt by the Apostles to
hold on to their own significance. They don’t want this man to do what they alone have
been doing. Christ tells them that the man is not an enemy. In fact, he is, as Jesus says,
“for us” (see 9:40). The Apostles are wrong in trying to limit the kingdom of God to
themselves. And they are wrong in thinking that the kingdom is only seen in “great” acts
like the casting out of a demon. Jesus declares that every act that is done for Christ, no
matter how small, will be rewarded.
It appears that Jesus is still holding on to the little child as he speaks these words. He
wants the Apostles to know how much he treasures this little child (and all little ones
who follow him). Jesus says that anyone who causes one of the “little ones who believe in
me to sin” will be punished with great severity. The Apostles, again, are concerned about
their greatness. They don’t seem to notice the little ones. Jesus notices the children and is
concerned about them. He wants the Apostles to share his concern.
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48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’156
49 For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the
salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt
in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”157

MARK 10
1 And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the
Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his
custom, he taught them.158
2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful
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Jesus also wants his Apostles to be concerned about sin in their own lives. Rather than
fight for their own greatness, they should fight for their own lives by resisting sin. The
consequences of sin are terrible. Those who will not resist sin will “be thrown into hell”
(see 9:45). Those who do (by faith in Christ) resist sin will enter the “kingdom of God”
(see 9:47). Jesus quotes Isaiah 66:24 in 9:48. Isaiah 66:18-24 is written in regard to the
punishment God will inflict on those who rebel against him and in regard to the new
heavens and the new earth which will be inherited by those who obey him.
Jesus is telling the Apostles that everyone’s true condition will be tested. Only the ones
with “salt” in themselves will survive. The “salt” seems to represent the “flavor” of the
kingdom of God. Only those with the “flavor of the kingdom” will pass the test. The
Apostles (and all those reading Jesus’ words today) are to do everything possible to stay
salty. One way they are to do this is by being “at peace with one another”. They are not to
argue about who is the greatest. That question has already been answered. It is Jesus.
Mark’s purpose in 10:1 is not to tell his readers about the specific content of Jesus’
teaching. Rather, he is using this verse as a “minor” transition within this larger section
of Mark. Readers should notice how Jesus responds to the crowds of people. As with the
feeding of the 5,000 and the feeding of the 4,000, Jesus demonstrates his concern for the
hungry people. He feeds them God’s word.
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for a man to divorce his wife?”159 3 He answered them, “What did
Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed a man to
write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5 And Jesus
said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this
commandment.160 6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made
them male and female.’161 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father
and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one
flesh.’162 So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9 What therefore
God has joined together, let not man separate.”163

10 And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.
11 And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries
another commits adultery against her, 12 and if she divorces her
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The Pharisees aren’t looking for help from Jesus in order to better understand the
Scriptures. They are hardhearted. They are looking for any way that they might trap Jesus
in his words (see also Mark 12:13-17). But what the Pharisees mean for evil, Jesus uses
for good. Mark records their question and Jesus’ answer because Jesus’ answer is helpful
for all of Jesus’ followers. Followers of Jesus need to know how they are to think about
marriage and divorce. Their thoughts about marriage and divorce are not to be based
on the constantly changing standards of the world. Rather, they are to be based on the
Scriptures. Fortunately, as Jesus demonstrates in these verses, Scripture says a great deal
about these topics. As may be seen in this passage, hardhearted people tend to twist
the Scriptures so that they can continue living for their own pleasures (even though
they pretend to love God’s words). In this case, the Pharisees use God’s good words in
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 to justify their sinful attitudes and actions in regard to marriage.
They demonstrate that they don’t care about the purposes God had when he made
mankind “male and female” (Genesis 1:27). They don’t care about God’s original intent
for marriage. Rather, they are looking for reasons to break apart marriages. Godly people,
however, do not twist God’s word. Rather, they meditate on God’s word day and night
(see Joshua 1:8 and Psalm 1:2), so that might learn God’s will and live for his pleasure
and for his good purposes.
Jesus’ answer demonstrates how thoroughly he understands God’s word. Jesus begins with
Moses’ law (see Deuteronomy 24:1-4), because the Pharisees are thinking about this law.
But Jesus doesn’t stop with the law. He puts the law in context, demonstrating that this
particular law was given because of the people’s sinfulness. This law was never intended to
demonstrate God’s true purpose for marriage. Jesus quotes from Genesis 1 and 2 to prove
that God’s true purpose for marriage doesn’t include divorce.
See Genesis 1:27 and 5:1-2.
See Genesis 2:24 and Ephesians 5:31. Jesus’ words here apply to much more than just
the question asked by the Pharisees. His words provide a clear answer to the question of
whether same sex marriage is sin and whether same sex marriage is permissible for those
who claim to be followers of Christ.
Jesus uses Genesis to prove that God is the one who brings a husband and wife together,
therefore people should not separate what God has joined together.
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husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”164

13 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them,
and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was
indignant165 and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say
to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child
shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed
them, laying his hands on them.166
17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and
knelt before him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call
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In these verses, Jesus is telling the Apostles the general principle regarding divorce
and remarriage after divorce. The general principle is that divorce and remarriage after
divorce are not permitted. Some have wondered if Jesus’ words here (and in Luke 16:18)
contradict his words in Matthew 5:31-32 and Matthew 19:1-12 and contradict Paul’s
words in 1 Corinthians 7:13-16. This is not the case. There is no contradiction. All of
these passages are true. In Matthew 5:31-32, Matthew 19:1-12, and 1 Corinthians 7:1316, Jesus and Paul go beyond the general principles regarding divorce and remarriage
after divorce and discuss exceptional circumstances. The verses describing exceptional
circumstances should not be seen as contradicting the verses that outline the general
principle. Old Testament passages related to this topic include Genesis 1:27, Genesis
2:18-25, Exodus 21:10-11, and Deuteronomy 24:1-4.
Jesus is angry at the Apostles because they are sinning: they are hindering people from
the kingdom of God. It is significant that this particular sin causes Jesus to be visibly
angry. To him, this is a very serious situation. His rebuke demonstrates that the Apostles
must change in their understanding of the ways of the kingdom of God. This is the
second time the importance of children has been emphasized in Mark. The Apostles
seem to have completely forgotten Jesus’ words and actions in Mark 9:36-37. The world
places little value on children and those who have no “importance” (the poor, those with
disabilities). Jesus’ followers (and certainly the elders in the church), however, are to
imitate Christ. If a person does not demonstrate genuine love of children, that person
cannot effectively shepherd God’s people.
Mark is, as was mentioned earlier, probably based on the teachings of Peter. It is
significant that the teaching of Peter includes so many stories that highlight the weakness
of the Apostles. Story after story portrays them as proud, faithless, weak, ignorant, or
foolish. The very fact that Peter includes this negative information about himself and
his fellow Apostles in his teaching demonstrates that he experienced a great change.
He clearly came to a place where he truly understood his own insignificance and the
importance of the weak (like children). It is likely that the Apostles never argued again
about their own greatness after the death and resurrection of Jesus. They had seen true
greatness, and, because of their vision of Christ’s greatness, they had no need to exalt
themselves.
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me good? No one is good except God alone.167 19 You know the
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father
and mother.’”168 20 And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have
kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and
said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”
22 Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had
great possessions.169

23 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult
it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to
them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!
25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were
exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?”
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not
with God. For all things are possible with God.”170 28 Peter began
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When God created man, he saw that what he created was “very good” (see Genesis 1:31).
Yet here, God the Son sees a man and declares that “No one is good except God alone”.
How did mankind change from very good to “no one is good”? The answer is sin. When
Adam sinned (see Genesis 3), all people, because they are connected to Adam, sinned
with him (see Romans 5:12). It is important to understand that Jesus is not saying that he
is not good. God proclaimed Jesus’ goodness in Mark 1:11 when he said that he was well
pleased with Jesus. In addition, Jesus is God. Therefore, he must be good.
See Exodus 20:12-16 and Deuteronomy 5:16-20. It is significant that the
commandments Jesus lists are from the second half of the Ten Commandments. The
man’s problem, as Jesus’ question proves, is with the first half of the Ten Commandments.
His problem is that he worships another god – his money.
This man declares that he has kept the law since his youth. While the man thought
this was true, it was not actually true, for no one, as Romans 3:10-18 declares, is able to
perfectly keep the law. But Jesus doesn’t argue this point with this man. Instead, he proves
to him that there is something he loves more than God. This man loves his money more
than he loves God. This man claims to want eternal life. However, when forced to choose
between his possessions and eternal life, he chooses his possessions. This man worships
something more than God. His god is his money!
Jesus tells the man to follow him. This is a theme in this section of Mark. Following Jesus
is difficult. This man refuses to leave everything and follow Jesus. Because he has chosen
his treasure on earth, he has forfeited all treasure in heaven.
Jesus’ statement is stunning. He says that it is impossible for man to be saved! However,
Jesus adds that God can do all things. Therefore, if man is to be saved, he must not trust
in himself. He must trust in the God who can do the impossible.
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to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.”171
29 Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands,
for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold
now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal
life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus
was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who
followed were afraid.172 And taking the twelve again, he began to
tell them what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going
up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the
chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and
deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit
on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”173
35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and
said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of
you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”
37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and
one at your left, in your glory.”174 38 Jesus said to them, “You do
not know what you are asking.175 Are you able to drink the cup that I
drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”
39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them,
“The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I
am baptized, you will be baptized,176 40 but to sit at my right hand
or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has
been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be
171
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Peter’s statement is true (see Mark 1:18, 1:20, and 2:14).
In Mark, Jesus’ enemies are identified with Jerusalem (see Mark 3:22 and 7:1). By going
to Jerusalem, Jesus is marching straight into enemy territory! Jesus knows what will
happen to him in Jerusalem. He is going to Jerusalem in order to die. Jesus is marching to
his death.
Once again, Jesus uses the title “Son of Man” when he talks about his upcoming suffering,
death, and resurrection. See Daniel 7.
Once again, we see Apostles trying to demonstrate their own greatness.
Jesus’ Apostles know that the Christ will enter into his glory. They still don’t understand
the suffering required in order for that to happen.
Jesus tells the two Apostles that they will suffer. This is not just a message for these two
Apostles. All who follow Christ will drink from Christ’s cup of suffering and be baptized
into his baptism of suffering (see 2 Timothy 3:12).
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indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and
said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first
among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”177

46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of
Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he heard that it
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of
David,178 have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, telling him
to be silent.179 But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy
on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called
the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.”
50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.180
51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And
177
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If anyone has a right to come in a lordly fashion, it is the “Son of Man”. However,
“even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve”. Servanthood is despised in
this world. Because of Adam’s sin, servanthood has become something to be avoided.
However, the way of the kingdom of God is servanthood. In Isaiah, Israel’s deliverer
(the Christ) is called the “servant” of Yahweh (see, for example, Isaiah 42:1-4, 49:1-7,
52:13-15, and 53:11). Jesus fulfills the “coming” of the “Son of Man” prophesied in
Daniel 7:13-14 in a most surprising way.
This blind man calls Jesus the “Son of David”. He is the only one in Mark, aside from
Jesus in Mark 12:35, to use this title. Even though he is blind, Bartimaeus demonstrates
that he can see far more than the crowds around Jesus. This man sees Christ quite clearly!
He knows that Jesus is the heir to David’s throne. He knows that Jesus is the one who was
talked about in 2 Samuel 7:4-16. The blind man’s understanding of Scripture is stunning.
Again, we see Mark emphasizing the faith of the despised and the lowly, while the proud
(the crowds) miss the kingdom of God.
The people are doing what the Apostles did to the children! They don’t think this blind man
is worthy of Jesus’ attention!
By noting that Bartimaeus threw off his cloak, Mark may be drawing the reader’s attention
to Bartimaeus’s faith. The cloak was necessary “equipment” for begging. By throwing it off,
he demonstrates that he does not believe he needs the cloak any more. He believes he will
be living a different life from this day forward.
In addition, by referring to Bartimaeus’s possessions (the cloak), Mark may be comparing
him to the rich man in 10:17-22. Both of them have possessions. The rich man, however,
won’t sell his possessions because he treasures his old life more than he treasures Christ.
Bartimaeus, however, throws off his possessions because he treasures Christ more than
he treasures his old life (the Apostles did the same thing). The rich man is fooled by his
possessions. He thinks they are worth more than Christ. In reality, they are worth no more
than Bartimaeus’s old cloak.
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the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” 52 And
Jesus said to him, “Go your way;181 your faith has made you well.”
And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the
way.182

MARK 11
1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and
said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately
as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever
sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you
doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here
immediately.’” 4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a door
outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing
there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And
they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he
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Jesus tells Bartimaeus to “go your way”. Instead, he goes Jesus’ way. He demonstrates that
he truly can see by following Christ! His new way is Jesus’ way.
Bartimaeus follows Jesus on the way. The way, as Jesus has been telling his Apostles, and
as Mark will make clear in the next section of Mark, is the way to Jerusalem. It is the way
to betrayal, to suffering, to death, and … to glory (see Mark 11:1-16:8).
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sat on it.183 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 9 And those
who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!184 10 Blessed is
the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”185

11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when
183

The detail Mark goes into as he describes the sending of two disciples for the colt
demonstrates that this event is highly significant. It is important to know that the Christ
has long been associated with a colt. A colt figures prominently in the major poem about
the Christ in Genesis 49:8-12. A colt figures prominently in a prophecy about the Christ
in Zechariah 9:9. Those reading about this event should have these prophecies firmly
in mind.
It is significant to note that Jesus is acting very publicly here. This is a dramatic change
in the book of Mark. No longer is Jesus trying to stay hidden. Jesus rides on a colt (a very
symbolic creature) into Jerusalem (Israel’s most important city) in broad daylight (when
everyone can see him) during Passover (a very important and symbolic feast). This is
intended to be a very public sign that Jesus is the Christ.
The fact that this colt has never been ridden is significant. First, animals that were to be
used for especially sacred duties were not to be used as work animals prior to their sacred
use (see Numbers 19:2, Deuteronomy 21:3, and 1 Samuel 6:7). Second, the fact that
this animal has never been ridden indicates that Christ is riding a colt that has not been
broken. As the Prince of Peace, Jesus is able to ride the colt because he brings peace to all
creatures, even the animal world.
The colt has been, from birth, set aside for a sacred purpose. Most people, however,
would have seen the colt as an ordinary colt—a humble beast of burden. He is, when the
disciples find him, tied up, waiting for the moment when he will fulfill his purpose. The
colt is like Jesus. From birth, he has been set aside for a sacred purpose. Most people,
however, would have seen Jesus as an ordinary man. He is, like the colt, waiting to
“untied” so that he might fulfill his sacred purpose. Ironically, “untying” Jesus involved
him being tied up and led to a cross.
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The colt is a humble beast. It is significant that the Christ, at this first coming, comes on a
donkey and not on a war horse. He comes in humility (see Philippians 2:1-11). However,
when he comes again (see Acts 1:10-11), Jesus will come on a war horse (see Revelation
19:11-16). This passage in Revelation 19 is also connected to the poem about the Christ
in Genesis 49:8-12. In both passages, the Christ’s robe is stained. It is stained because
Christ has conquered his enemies by his death!
The people are quoting Psalm 118:26. It is very significant that the people are quoting
from this particular Psalm as Jesus is riding the donkey into Jerusalem. The people quote
just one verse from this Psalm, but Mark almost certainly wants his readers to read and
consider the entire Psalm as they think about the events surrounding Jesus’ suffering and
death and resurrection. Mark (in a quotation by Jesus) refers to this Psalm again in Mark
12:10-11.
The “coming kingdom of our father David” is a reference to God’s promise to David in
2 Samuel 7:1-17. The Christ is repeatedly referred to as “David” or by names connected
to David (or by names connected to David’s father, Jesse) in the Old Testament books of
prophecy (see, for instance, Isaiah 9:1-7, 11:1-10, Ezekiel 34:20-24, 37:24-28, and Hosea
3:5).
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he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went
out to Bethany with the twelve.186

12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was
hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to
see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found
nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said
to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples
heard it.187
15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and
began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the
seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone
to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was teaching them
and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a
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It is significant that the first action Christ takes as he enters into Jerusalem as King is to
go to the temple and to carefully examine it. He is looking to see if it is bearing fruit. It
is evident, based on what happens the following day (when Jesus cleanses the temple of
merchants and buyers), that Jesus does not approve of what is happening in the temple.
The temple is not bearing fruit for God. Christ’s coming to the temple is prophesied in
Malachi 3:1-2.
This is not just a simple story about Jesus being hungry and punishing a fig tree. It is an
acted parable (like the “double” healing of the blind man in Mark 8:22-26). The fig tree is
connected to the temple. Mark demonstrates that the fig tree is connected to the temple
by switching back and forth between the temple and the fig tree in this chapter. Consider
the following: verse 11 is about the temple, verses 12-14 are about the fig tree, verses 1519 are about the temple again, verses 20-25 are about the fig tree again, and finally, verses
27-33 are about the temple again. Mark clearly wants his readers to connect the temple
and the fig tree.
The fig tree is like the temple. Jesus examines the fig tree in the same way that he
examined the temple. Jesus is looking for fruit on the fig tree. From a distance the fig tree
looks like it might have fruit. Up close, however, it has no figs. Because it is unfruitful,
Jesus declares that the fig tree will never bear fruit again. This is exactly what happens
with the temple. Jesus has examined it, and, because there is no “fruit” being produced by
the temple, he, by his actions, “declares” that the temple (the physical temple in Jerusalem)
will never bear fruit again. It will die. This doesn’t mean that there will no longer be a
temple. There is a temple. But that temple is Jesus. Jesus is now the temple of God. He
is the place where people come to God. He is the place where people come to receive
forgiveness. He is the place where people come and worship (see John 2:13-22 and
4:20-26). The replacement of the temple in Jerusalem with the temple of Jesus’ body has
been hinted at throughout Mark.
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house of prayer for all the nations’?188 But you have made it a den
of robbers.”189 18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and
were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all
the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19 And when evening
came they went out of the city.

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered
away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi,
look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus
answered them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever
says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and
does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come
to pass, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you
ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything
against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may
forgive you your trespasses.”190
27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in
the temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to
him, 28 and they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these
things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to
188
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This is a quotation from Isaiah 56:7. Since the physical temple in Jerusalem is unfruitful
and is not a “house of prayer for all the nations”, that temple is “condemned” by the
Christ (see Malachi 3:1-5). Jesus demonstrates God’s feeling about the lack of fruit in
the physical temple in Jerusalem by throwing all of the buyers and sellers out of it. As the
true temple where people from all nations come and worship, Jesus truly is the “house of
prayer for all the nations”. Isaiah 56:1-8 is describing this true temple of God.
This is a quotation from Jeremiah 7:11. In Jeremiah 7, God reminds the Israelites that he
has, in the past, changed the physical location of the temple (or tabernacle) because of the
wickedness of the people. He first did this when the tabernacle was located at “Shiloh”.
Because of the evil practiced there, that “holy” site was abandoned. By quoting this
passage, Jesus is wanting the people to know that the temple in Jerusalem truly is “a den
of robbers” and will be abandoned. A new site for the temple will be chosen. This site is
Jesus’ body. He is the new temple. Read Jeremiah 7:1-15 with this in mind. Also, consider
Ezekiel 40-48. These chapters describe, in poetic language, a new temple of stunning size
and beauty and power. Jesus and the church are the fulfillment of this temple.
The Apostles are amazed that the fig tree has withered. Jesus is not amazed, because
he trusts in God and he knows God’s purposes. One of God’s purposes is that the
“mountain” that stands opposed to God will be “thrown into the sea” (in this context, the
mountain is both Jerusalem and the temple). The withered fig tree is a stunning indication
that God will answer Christ’s prayers and will remove this corrupt mountain of false
worship. But Christ moves beyond the “mountain” of false worship (godless Jerusalem
and the fruitless temple) standing in front of them. He wants the Apostles to know that
God can be trusted to answer all of their prayers. However, those who would pray for
God’s purposes to be fulfilled must pray in faith and must not harbor unforgiveness in
their hearts.
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them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by
what authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism of John from
heaven or from man? Answer me.” 31 And they discussed it with one
another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did
you not believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were
afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a prophet.
33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”191

MARK 12192

1 And he began to speak to them in parables.193 “A man planted a
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress
and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and went into another
country. 2 When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants
to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took
him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent
191

192

193

The end of this quotation is significant. Jesus does have authority, he says, to do these
things. This authority has been given to him by God the Father (see Matthew 28:18).
Jesus knows that the Jewish leaders will not recognize his authority because they do
not accept the testimony of John the Baptist. The Jewish leaders do not consider John’s
ministry to be from heaven. Therefore, since they do not believe John’s authority was from
heaven, they also do not believe Jesus has any authority from heaven. They demonstrate,
by their rejection of John’s authority from heaven, that they will not submit to the
authority of God. The only thing left for a rebellious people like this is destruction. And
that is precisely what may be seen in the first parable in Mark 12.
In the previous chapter, Mark focused on Jesus and the temple in Jerusalem. Jesus
examined the temple and found it to be fruitless. It is important to understand that this
does not mean there is no longer a temple. There is a temple. It is now Jesus. He is the
“place” where God is worshiped. In this chapter, Mark focuses on Jesus and the Jewish
leaders. The Jewish leaders, Jesus said, “sit on Moses’ seat” (see Matthew 23:2). This means
that they were a type of Moses. They were supposed to teach the people and to lead the
people to love and follow God. However, the Jewish leaders in Mark 12 are very unlike
Moses, for they do not love God. In this chapter, the Jewish leaders are examined by
the Christ and, like the temple, are found to be fruitless. Ironically, the very fact that
the Jewish leaders are “testing” Jesus reveals their godlessness. They, like the temple, are
replaced by Jesus. Jesus is now Israel’s teacher. He is the one sitting “on Moses’ seat” (see
Deuteronomy 18:15-19 and Acts 3:22-23). He is the one who rightly understands God’s
word and rightly interprets it for God’s people. He is the one who feeds God’s people
“manna” from heaven.
Jesus is telling this parable to the Jewish leaders (see 12:12). He is not telling them this
parable to teach them. He is telling them this parable to condemn them. Again, notice
the theme of fruit. The owner (God the Father) is looking for fruit. Jesus connects the
Jewish leaders of his day with the Jewish leaders in the Old Testament who killed the
prophets. They form one group of wicked tenants doing the same wicked work. See Psalm
80:8-19, Isaiah 5:1-7, and John 15.
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to them another servant, and they struck him on the head and treated
him shamefully. 5 And he sent another, and him they killed. And so
with many others: some they beat, and some they killed. 6 He had
still one other, a beloved son.194 Finally he sent him to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one another,
‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be
ours.’ 8 And they took him and killed him and threw him out of the
vineyard.195 9 What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come
and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.196 10 Have
you not read this Scripture:
“‘The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;

11
this was the Lord’s doing,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”197
12 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for
they perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they left
him and went away.
13 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the
Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14 And they came and said to him,
“Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care about anyone’s
opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach
the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should
we pay them, or should we not?” 15 But, knowing their hypocrisy,
he said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius and
let me look at it.” 16 And they brought one. And he said to them,
“Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.”
194
195

196
197

See Mark 1:11, 2 Samuel 7:14, and Psalm 2:7.
This demonstrates, once again, that Jesus knows that the Jewish leaders will betray him
and kill him (they do this by handing him over to the Romans in order that he might be
killed).
God the Father will give the vineyard to the followers of the Christ. This includes both
Jews and Gentiles.
This is a quote from Psalm 118:22. The “stone” that is rejected is Jesus. He is like a giant
stone that should be used as the cornerstone of the temple. The “builders” are the Jewish
leaders—the ones who should be most interested in the building of God’s true temple.
But, rather than rejoice at the coming of Jesus, these builders “reject” Jesus. They consider
him unfit for use in God’s true temple. But even though this “stone” is rejected by the
Jewish leaders, God accepts him (“this was the Lord’s doing”) and the people (the true
people of God) rejoice in his acceptance. They declare that “it is marvelous in our eyes”.
The parable in verses 1-9 is a summary of Psalm 118:22.
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17 Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled
at him.198
18 And Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no
resurrection. And they asked him a question, saying, 19 “Teacher,
Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife, but
leaves no child, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring
for his brother.199 20 There were seven brothers; the first took a
wife, and when he died left no offspring. 21 And the second took
her, and died, leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. 22 And
the seven left no offspring. Last of all the woman also died. 23 In the
resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For the
seven had her as wife.”
24 Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong,
because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?
25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26 And as for the
dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the
passage about the bush,200 how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?201
27 He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite
wrong.”202
28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with
one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him,
“Which commandment is the most important of all?” 29 Jesus
answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with
198
199
200

201

202

Jesus demonstrates that he is not opposed to God and he is not opposed to the
authorities that God has put in place. The Jewish leaders, ironically, are opposed to both.
This is a quote from Deuteronomy 25:5.
There were no verse numbers in the first century. Therefore, Jesus can’t tell the Sadducees
which chapter and verse to turn to. Instead, he tells them which part of the story he is
talking about.
By saying “I am the God of Abraham …” Jesus demonstrates that God is currently
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (see Exodus 3:6, 15 and Acts 3:13). This is true
right now. At this very moment, God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They are
currently worshiping him.
In all of these disputes, the Jewish leaders are attempting to demonstrate that Jesus is not
fit to teach God’s people God’s word. However, these questions prove that they are not fit
to teach God’s people, and that Jesus has complete understanding of God’s word.
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all your strength.’203 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.’204 There is no other commandment greater
than these.” 32 And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher.
You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him.
33 And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding
and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is
much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 And
when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are
not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask
him any more questions.205

35 And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes
say that the Christ is the son of David? 36 David himself, in the Holy
Spirit, declared,
“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,

    until I put your enemies under your feet.”’206

37 David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the
great throng heard him gladly.207
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to
walk around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces
39 and have the best seats in the synagogues and the places of
honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows’ houses and for a pretense
203
204
205

206
207

See Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Joshua 22:5.
See Leviticus 19:18.
In 12:28-34, another scribe ask Jesus a question. This scribe doesn’t appear to be opposed
to Jesus. In fact, he seems to, unlike the other Jewish leaders, have a genuine question
that he wants a genuine answer for from Jesus. After Jesus answers his question, the
scribe is pleased and affirms that Jesus has answered very well. The positive testimony
of this scribe is significant. He is a “witness” from the Jewish leadership that Christ is
a trustworthy teacher of the law. The fact that no one else dares to ask Jesus a question
demonstrates that he has passed every test and that his teaching has been demonstrated
to be trustworthy.
See Psalm 110:1 and 1 Corinthians 15:25-28.
Verses 35-37 are not presented here as answers to the Jewish leaders. Rather, Jesus is
doing what the true teacher of God’s people should do: he is teaching! As the true
teacher of God’s people, Jesus rightly understands God’s word and rightly teaches it
to God’s people. His teaching brings joy to the hearts of God’s people (see 12:37).
Followers of Christ today still receive Jesus’ teaching. Jesus’ teaching is passed on to
God’s people today by the Apostles (see John 14:25-26 and 16:12-15). God’s people
today, like the people in the first century, receive the teaching of the Christ with
great joy!
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make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people
putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large
sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said
to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all
those who are contributing to the offering box.
44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”208

208

Compare verses 38-40 and 41-44. In verses 38-40, we see the wicked, self-serving actions
of the scribes. In verses 41-44, we see the glorious, people-serving actions of the Christ.
By his actions, Jesus demonstrates that he is not like the scribes. In verse 39, we see the
scribes looking for the best seats at feasts and in the synagogues. In verse 41, we see Jesus
taking a humble seat across from the treasury where he can see God’s people and he can
commend their good deeds. In verse 40, we see the scribes stealing from the widows.
In verses 42-44, we see Jesus praising the sacrifices made by a widow. Again, Mark is
emphasizing Jesus’ fitness to serve as the teacher of God’s people. Jesus is the prophet
Moses was speaking about (see Deuteronomy 18:15-19).
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MARK 13209
1 And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him,
“Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!”
2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There
will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown
down.”210

209

210

This chapter needs to be studied carefully. The statements of the Apostles and the
questions that they ask provide the important clues necessary to understand Jesus’ words.
His words are connected to their statements and their questions. Although Jesus’
words in this chapter concern events that are to take place in the future, it is important to
remember that Jesus is speaking to Apostles in the first century. In other words, what is
future to the Apostles in the first century may be in the past to readers today.
This chapter begins with the Apostles drawing attention to the temple buildings.
Based on the previous chapters, it is likely that the Apostles want some reassurance
from Jesus that the physical temple in Jerusalem (and Jerusalem itself ) still has a
significant place in God’s plans.
It is important to understand that the Jews (and, thus, the Apostles at this time)
considered the temple to be the most important place in the world. For them, it was a
place of incredible glory—the center of the world. They could not imagine it ever being
destroyed. Images of fruit appeared all over the temple and temple grounds because the
temple was supposed to be, in a sense, the garden of Eden. The temple was the place
where God had said that he would dwell. It was the place where he was to be worshiped.
It was the place where forgiveness was to be poured out. It was the place where good fruit
was to be produced. The Gentiles were to come to the temple to encounter the presence
of God and to marvel at the good fruit produced by God’s people.
As they look at the beautiful temple, the Apostles simply cannot imagine the temple
in Jerusalem ever being destroyed. Jesus’ words and actions (particularly in the last two
chapters), however, have greatly troubled the Apostles. They have, for some time, seen
him do things that suggest that he is a replacement for the temple (for example, he
pronounces people forgiven and he pronounces people clean—these are things that were
to happen at the temple). The Apostles, however, still do not understand this. They do
understand, however, that he has examined the temple and has found it to be fruitless.
But, by their statement about the temple’s beauty in verse one, it is clear that they hope
he will reassure them with some kind words about the temple. Jesus offers no reassurance
about the temple. Instead, he says that the temple in Jerusalem will be torn apart (this
literally happens in AD 70). Jesus’ words about the destruction of the temple shouldn’t
have completely surprised the Apostles. He had already hinted at it in his teaching (see
John 4:20-26). Beyond this, the Apostles should have remembered that God had, in the
past, allowed the temple to be destroyed and/or relocated (see Jeremiah 7:1-14). It is not
until after the death and resurrection of Jesus that the Apostles truly understand that
Jesus is the new temple (see John 2:18-22)—the “place” where people come to meet God,
to find forgiveness, and to worship him.
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That Jesus is speaking about the destruction of the physical temple is further
confirmed by an event that takes place immediately after Jesus dies: “And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom” (Mark 15:38). Thus, at
the moment of Jesus’ death, the moment when one would think that Mark would
be focusing all of his attention on Jesus, Mark tells his readers about something that
is happening at the temple in Jerusalem. Mark seems to be tying the death of Jesus
to the “death” of the temple in Jerusalem. The curtain in the temple being torn is
heaven’s sign that the temple in Jerusalem is no longer the place where God’s people
are to come in order to worship.
This chapter about the destruction of the temple is necessary for a number of
reasons. First, it is necessary because the Apostles need a change in perspective. If
they are to be effective “heads” of the “tribes” in the true Israel of God, they need to
move beyond a “Jerusalem”-focused and a “temple”-focused mindset. Now, because
of Jesus’ words in this chapter, they are able to “move beyond Jerusalem” and to focus
on all nations and to concentrate on bringing the nations to Christ. It is significant
that, in their writings, the Apostles never focus on the importance of the nations
coming to the temple in Jerusalem. They don’t focus on this because they know that
the temple in Jerusalem (which was still standing as they wrote most of the letters in
the New Testament) is no longer the true temple. Instead, they focus on the new and
perfect and permanent temple, Jesus. They focus on bringing the nations to Christ,
not the temple in Jerusalem.
Beyond this, this chapter is important because it demonstrates that God wasn’t
defeated when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70. Rather, the
destruction of the temple demonstrates the power of God. He has judged his
enemies! Because of Jesus’ words here, the destruction of the temple, when it did take
place in AD 70, didn’t shake the faith of the early church. Instead, the church should
have grown stronger in faith, because Jesus’ words about the temple had come to pass.
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3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter
and James and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us,
when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these
things are about to be accomplished?”211 5 And Jesus began to say
to them, “See that no one leads you astray. 6 Many will come in my
name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.212 7 And
when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed.
This must take place, but the end213 is not yet. 8 For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but
the beginning of the birth pains.214
9 “But be on your guard. For they215 will deliver you over to
councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand
before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before
them. 10 And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations.216
11 And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given
you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.
211

212

213

214

215
216

The question of the Apostles in verse four relates to Jesus’ words in verse two. They
are asking about the destruction of the temple. They want to know when the temple
will be destroyed and are looking for signs that will alert them to its upcoming
destruction.
Jesus says that, prior to the destruction of the temple, many “false” christs will appear.
These false christs will present themselves as the “savior” of Israel. They will proclaim,
with their words, “I am the Christ”. It is significant that Jesus doesn’t do this during
his earthly ministry. Instead, he lets the true signs he does speak for themselves (see
John 20:30-31). The true signs are the signs from the Old Testament. False christs,
however, use false words and false signs to deceive those who are unwilling to love
the truth.
The “end” appears to refer, in the context of this chapter, to the end of the fruitless
temple and of rebellious Jerusalem. Notice, Jesus does not say that he is referring to
the “end” of time. Remember, the question of the Apostles in verse four concerns the
end of the physical temple in Jerusalem.
Again, Jesus is answering the question of the Apostles. He is listing different signs
that will signal that the destruction of the physical temple is near. In the same way
that a mother’s birth pains intensify shortly before she gives birth, Jesus is saying
that the signs of the destruction of the temple will intensify before the destruction
actually takes place.
The “they” here refers to Jewish leaders.
This does not mean that the gospel needed to go to all nations on the globe before
the destruction of the temple. It probably means the end of the “known” earth. In
others words, Jesus is talking about the civilized world at that time (the Roman
empire). This is how the word is used in Acts 2:5, Romans 1:8, and Colossians 1:5-6.
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12 And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to
death. 13 And you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the
one who endures to the end will be saved.217
14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where
he ought not to be (let the reader understand),218 then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15 Let the one who is on
the housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything
out, 16 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his
cloak. 17 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who
are nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray that it may not happen in
winter. 19 For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not
been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now,
and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no
human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom
he chose, he shortened the days.219 21 And then if anyone says to
you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not believe it.
22 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs
and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect.220 23 But be on
guard; I have told you all things beforehand.221
24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling
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Endurance to the end is a common theme in the Scriptures. A mark of a true
follower of Christ is that they believe to the very end (see Colossians 1:23 and
Hebrews 10:23-39). Those who abandon the faith are not true believers.
Mark wants his readers to carefully consider events that are recorded in Daniel (see
Daniel 11:31 and 12:11) and to understand that when they see these events taking
place, they must flee. They are not to stay and try to save the temple or the city.
God cares for his “elect”. He will not let them be deceived, and he will not let them
perish (see Mark 13:20, 22, and 27). Christ’s words should have provided strong
comfort to “the elect” who were in Jerusalem prior to the destruction of the temple.
His words should provide strong comfort to his “elect” today.
This means that it isn’t possible to lead the elect astray! Jesus’ warnings are one of the
ways he keeps the elect from going astray.
Jesus’ warning is to the Apostles. He does not want them led astray. He wants them
to do their job. Beyond this, Jesus’ warning can be applied to the church today. He
wants the church to listen carefully to his words and to be on guard.
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from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.222
26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with
great power and glory.223 27 And then he will send out the angels
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.224

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is
near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not

222
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Phrases like the ones found in verses 24-25 (“the sun will be darkened”, “the
moon will not give its light”, and “the stars will be falling from heaven”) are used
throughout the prophetic books in the Old Testament. These phrases are NOT
used in the Old Testament to describe the sun literally being darkened and stars
literally falling from heaven to the earth. Rather, these phrases are used to describe, in
strong poetic language, the awesome judgment of God when it comes against great
“kingdoms” that oppose God. This is the language of judgment (see, for instance,
Isaiah 13:10, Joel 2:10, 2:30-31, 3:15, and Amos 8:9). Ironically, in Mark 13, the
“enemies” of God who will be experiencing God’s judgment are not the Assyrians
or the Babylonians. God’s enemies are the temple and Jerusalem! Jerusalem and the
temple have become “Babylon”. That is why they must be judged. See also Matthew 23
(especially Matthew 23:37-39) and the parable in Luke 13:6-9.
The word “coming” should not instantly cause the reader to think of the “second
coming”. Remember, this chapter is about the destruction of the temple. It hasn’t,
at least to this point, concerned the “second coming” of Christ. The “coming” in this
chapter is probably the “coming” of the true king in judgment against rebellious
Jerusalem and against the fruitless temple in Jerusalem. The reader living after AD 70
should know that this judgment occurred in the first century!
By using the title “Son of Man”, Jesus is connecting the word “coming” to the way
Daniel uses the word when he refers to the “coming” of the Son of Man in Daniel
7:13. Daniel is not referring to a “second coming” of Christ. He is referring to the
Son of Man coming to take all authority. Jesus, then, seems to be telling the Apostles
when he will be “coming” as king in judgment against the physical temple in
Jerusalem and against Jerusalem itself.

224

This explanation fits with Jesus’ response to the high priest in Mark 14:61-62: “Again
the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And Jesus
said, ‘I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and
coming with the clouds of heaven.’” Jesus is quoting from Daniel 7:13 here. Jesus
doesn’t seem to be talking about his return to earth at the end of the age (that event
is still future), but about the “coming” of the Son of Man in judgment against the
temple and against Jerusalem.
The word “angels” can also mean “messengers”. This is probably referring to
God’s “messengers” being sent out into all the earth to gather God’s “elect” (see
Deuteronomy 30:1-4 and Isaiah 43:5-6). Those who proclaim the good news of Jesus
are the messengers described in this verse. They are the ones gathering God’s elect
“from the four winds”.
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pass away until all these things take place.225 31 Heaven and earth
will pass away,226 but my words will not pass away.

32 “But concerning that day or that hour,227 no one knows, not even
the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on
guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.228
34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and
puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— 36 lest he
come suddenly and find you asleep.

225
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This is another indication that Jesus is talking about the destruction of the temple. As
the prophet (again, see Deuteronomy 18:15-19), he prophesies that “this generation”
(in other words, the people who were alive when he was speaking these words in the
first century) will not pass away until these things have come to pass. Again, Jesus is
probably talking about the people who were alive when he spoke these words.
Jesus seems to be saying, “you can trust me more than you can trust even the heavens
and the earth”. The fact that his word came to pass in AD 70 should bring great
comfort to God’s people today. They can trust their Prophet! He is ruling the new
people of God right now!
In the context of this chapter, Jesus is referring to the day or hour of the destruction
of the temple in Jerusalem (which took places in the first century). Jesus wants the
Apostles, instead of worrying about the conditions in the land of Israel, to be busy
doing his work. They are not to be following every new “christ” who is deceiving the
people. They are not to be trying to “save” the temple or Jerusalem. They are to be
busy building the church. The book of Acts documents that they obeyed Jesus’ words!
This probably refers, again, to the time when the Son of Man will “come” in
judgement against the temple.
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1 It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread.229 And the chief priests and the scribes were
seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not
during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.”
3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,
as he was reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask
of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and
poured it over his head. 4 There were some who said to themselves
indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like that? 5 For this
ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii
and given to the poor.”230 And they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said,
“Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful
thing to me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and whenever
you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have
me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body
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Passover and Unleavened Bread are first mentioned in Exodus 12 and 13. The
Passover centers on an unblemished lamb that is killed so that, because of its death,
the wrath of God might “pass over” the people of God and they might live. In the
Exodus story, the death of the lamb isn’t effective for all people. Rather, it is effective
only for those who are covered by the blood of the lamb. Unleavened Bread is
celebrated by cleansing all leaven from the house and only eating “unleavened” bread.
Both Passover and Unleavened Bread are highly symbolic. Passover foreshadows the
death of Christ for his people, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread foreshadows the
sin-free life that Christians are to live because of Christ’s death and resurrection. See
1 Corinthians 5:7.
Notice how many times Mark mentions Passover in this chapter. It is significant that
he doesn’t mention any other Jewish feasts prior to this point in this book. Mark is
tying the death of Christ and the Passover together. He wants his readers to read the
account of Christ’s death with the story of the Passover in mind.
A denarius was a day’s wages for a common worker.
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beforehand for burial.
9 And truly, I say to you, wherever the
gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be
told in memory of her.”232

10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief
priests in order to betray him to them. 11 And when they heard it,
they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an
opportunity to betray him.233
12 And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed
the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, “Where will you have
us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 13 And he sent
231

Mark goes into great detail concerning the events surrounding the anointing of
Jesus. He talks about the type of flask used, the type of ointment, and the cost
of the ointment. Mark doesn’t normally provide this level of detail in his stories.
This level of detail is Mark’s signal to the readers that the anointing of Jesus is
highly significant. These verses are about the great worth of Jesus’ body. The woman
recognizes the great worth of Jesus’ body and pours out her very best in order that she
might prepare Christ’s precious body for burial. Mark notes that some of the people
seeing this woman’s actions do not see Christ’s body as precious. They see other
things (like giving to the poor) as more precious than Christ’s body. Jesus, however,
says that this woman has done a “beautiful thing”. She, like the widow who gave “two
small copper coins” in 12:41-44, gives everything she has to anoint the place where
God is worshiped (the widow anoints the temple, this woman anoints Jesus—the
new temple). This woman pours out all of her expensive perfume on Jesus because of
the value of Christ’s body and because of her love of him. In the same way that the
widow, more than anyone in the temple, understood the great worth of the temple,
this woman, more than anyone in the house, understands the great worth of Christ.
Both of these stories demonstrate how all people are to treasure Christ’s body. To fail
to treasure Christ’s body is a great sin.
It is significant that this story of Jesus’ body being “prepared” by anointing is
taking place during the time immediately before the Passover when the people are
“preparing” their lambs for the Passover feast.
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Like the colt in Mark 11:2, the alabaster flask of pure nard has been set aside for this
one sacred purpose. The alabaster jar is also a picture of Christ’s body. It, like Christ,
is broken so that its precious fragrance might be poured out.
Jesus is predicting the spread of the gospel around the world. He also says that
this woman’s actions will be proclaimed along with the gospel. Her actions are to
be proclaimed because she is a model of how all those who come to Christ must
treasure his body and how they are to live. Compare this woman’s actions to the rich
man who considered his earthly goods to be worth more than Christ (Mark 10:1731). That man “went away sorrowful”. This woman, however, experiences no sorrow.
Instead, her actions are praised by Jesus. It is significant, however, that she does
experience persecution because of her love of Jesus. All those who love Christ will be
persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12).
These verses prove that the chief priests are not following God. They are, instead,
working closely with the worst criminal in the history of the world. This is another
clue that the priesthood is corrupt and needs to be replaced.
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two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man
carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 14 and wherever
he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where
is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’
15 And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready;234
there prepare for us.” 16 And the disciples set out and went to the
city and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the
Passover.235

17 And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 18 And as
they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to
you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 19 They
began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?”
20 He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread
into the dish with me. 21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written
of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”236
22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it
broke it and gave it to them,237 and said, “Take; this is my body.”
234
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236
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As with the colt in Mark 11:2 and as with the alabaster flask of pure nard in
Mark 14:3, this room has been “set apart” and is “waiting” to be used by Jesus.
Again, notice the level of detail Mark provides here. This is Mark’s signal to his
readers that this event is highly significant. Jesus’ great concern about the setting of
the Passover meal (he has prepared things in advance) should prepare readers for
the highly significant things that take place during this meal (see, particularly, verses
22-25).
The Passover meal commemorates the night when, because of the slaughtering of a
lamb without blemish, the “destroyer” (the one executing God’s wrath—see Exodus
12:23) “passed over” the people of Israel.
The betrayal of Christ by one of his close friends is a crime of unfathomable
wickedness and is deserving of the greatest punishment.
Judas is first mentioned by Mark in Mark 3:19. However, he is referred to several
times in the Psalms (see Psalm 41:9, 69:25, and 109:1-15 (also see Jesus’ words in
John 13:18-19 and Peter’s words in Acts 1:20)). These Psalms poetically recount and
poetically celebrate the suffering, betrayal, death, and resurrection of Christ. The book
of Psalms has been, for thousands of years, used by faithful followers of God to help
them better understand and identify with both the sufferings of the Christ and the
glories that resulted because of his sufferings.
Mark’s words here echo the words he used in describing the feeding of the 5,000
and the feeding of the 4,000. Based on Mark’s word choices, it is evident the reader
is supposed to make a connection between those “feedings” and this meal. Here, we
learn that the “feeding” of God’s people requires the “breaking” of God’s son. The
bread that was broken in the feeding of the 5,000, the feeding of the 4,000, and on
this night, is a picture of the broken body of Christ. There is no bread that brings life
and satisfaction to God’s people apart from the broken body of Christ.
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23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to
them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my
blood of the covenant,238 which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, I
say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”239

26 And when they had sung a hymn,240 they went out to the Mount
of Olives. 27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is
written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’241
28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”242
29 Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.”243
30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31 But he said
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This is a meal celebrating the commencement of a “covenant” (like a wedding feast).
The “covenant” that Christ inaugurates on this evening is, in other places, referred
to as the “New Covenant” (see Luke 22:20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, 2 Corinthians
3:6, and Hebrews 8:6-13). The establishment of a “New Covenant” shouldn’t have
surprised the Apostles. It had been promised in the Old Testament (see Jeremiah
31:31-40). In the same way that a marriage feast signifies that a new “life” has
commenced for the couple who have been married, this covenant meal signifies that a
new life has commenced for those who are part of the covenant. Because of the death
and resurrection of Jesus, the age of the “Old Covenant” is no longer in effect.
With these words and actions, Jesus inaugurates a celebration that continues to this
day and that will continue until the day when it is fulfilled “in the kingdom of God”.
It is a small “feast” anticipating a much greater feast. Christ will not drink wine again
until the day of the great feast. Churches celebrate the “Lord’s Supper” because they
are remembering the New Covenant that is based on Jesus’ death and resurrection
and they are rejoicing in their participation in that covenant. When they celebrate
this meal, they are proclaiming that they have life because of the broken body and
spilled blood of the Lord Jesus. Beyond this, they are proclaiming that they have
unity with Christ and with one another only because of the broken body and spilled
blood of Christ. See 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 and 1 Corinthians 11:17-34.
On this night, Jews traditionally sing Psalms 113-118. Jesus himself, after his
resurrection, testifies that the Psalms speak of his sufferings and the glories that
follow based on his sufferings (see Luke 24:44)! The Apostles are singing Psalms
about Christ and the gospel event!
See Zechariah 13:7. Notice the phrase “I will strike the shepherd”. God is the one
doing this to Jesus. See Psalm 22:15, 69:26, 118:18, and Isaiah 53:4, 10.
Jesus is constantly reminding the Apostles of his resurrection. Even though they don’t
understand his words at this time, after his death they, by the help of the Holy Spirit
(see John 14:25-26), will remember his words. Jesus’ words about the resurrection,
which are spoken before the resurrection takes place, will increase their faith in
Christ and in his words.
Jesus trusts the Scriptures more than he trusts Peter’s words.

75

MARK 14

emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.”244 And they
all said the same.

32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and
James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled.
34 And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death.
Remain here and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, he fell on the
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from
him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you.
Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”245
37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter,
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch
and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and
prayed, saying the same words. 40 And again he came and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know
what to answer him. 41 And he came the third time and said to
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the
hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”246
43 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one
of the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now the betrayer
had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize
him and lead him away under guard.” 45 And when he came, he
went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46 And
they laid hands on him and seized him. 47 But one of those who
stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and
cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as
against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Day
after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize
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The fact that Peter denies Christ three different times serves as proof that Jesus is
suffering alone. No one stands with Jesus. No one, in any way, eases his burdens. See
Psalm 22:11.
Christ is in anguish. He is bearing the sins of all of God’s people. The sorrow he
bears is almost enough to kill him. See Isaiah 53.
Again, we have proof that Christ is suffering alone. He receives no help from his
Apostles. The only place he can turn is God the Father.
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me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.”
and fled.

247

50 And they all left him

51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth
about his body. And they seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth
and ran away naked.248
53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests
and the elders and the scribes came together. 54 And Peter had
followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest.
And he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the
fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking
testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none.
56 For many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did
not agree. 57 And some stood up and bore false witness against
him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple
that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not
made with hands.’”249 59 Yet even about this their testimony did
not agree. 60 And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked
Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men
testify against you?” 61 But he remained silent and made no answer.
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of
the Blessed?”250 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the
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Jesus is saying that everything happening to him has been prophesied in the (Old
Testament) Scriptures. The sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow after his
suffering are a major theme of the Old Testament. See Luke 24:25-27, 24:44-48, and
1 Peter 1:10-12.
This little story about the “young man” appears only in Mark. It serves as evidence
that other people, aside from the Apostles, are witnesses of these events. This person,
like the Apostles, abandons Christ. This man is probably Mark. This passage echoes
the events prophesied in Amos 2:16.
Again, notice the emphasis on the destruction (and replacement) of the temple. This
has become a major theme in Mark.
Notice, the high priest refers to God the Father as “the Blessed”. The high priest
is trying to avoid dishonoring God by not saying his name. He doesn’t honor God
by speaking in this way. Instead, he greatly dishonors God by condemning Jesus to
death.

77

MARK 14

clouds of heaven.”251 63 And the high priest tore his garments and
said, “What further witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard his
blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as
deserving death.252 65 And some began to spit on him and to cover
his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!”253 And the
guards received him with blows.

66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls
of the high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she
looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.”
68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you
mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed.
69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the
bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it.
And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly
you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to
invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of
whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second
time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before
the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke
down and wept.254
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Jesus answers the high priest with the words “I am”. He is, by his answer, identifying
himself with the most sacred name of God. See Exodus 3:13-16 and 6:2-8.
In verse 62, Jesus, again, refers to the “Son of Man” prophecy in Daniel 7:13-14. This
passage continues to play a major role in Mark. Jesus is not speaking to the high
priest alone. When he says “you” will see Christ coming in judgment, he is speaking
to all of his enemies who are present (“you” is plural). This doesn’t mean that his
enemies will see his “second coming”. Rather, it seems to mean that they will see,
with their own eyes, Christ being vindicated. This happened when the temple was
destroyed in AD 70.
The high priest has charged the Christ with blasphemy! Again, this serves as strong
testimony against the corrupt priesthood serving in Jerusalem at the time of Christ.
By charging the Christ with blasphemy, the high priest is committing a great crime
deserving of great punishment.
Jesus is mocked because they believe he is a false prophet. But Peter’s denial,
happening at the very moment Jesus is being mocked, demonstrates that Jesus is a
true prophet.
Christ’s sufferings are caused by all people—even by his friends. Peter’s denial of
Christ is a great sin. Christ suffers for even this sin. Peter’s denial of Christ serves a
redemptive purpose in Peter’s life. His problems with pride, almost certainly, ended
on this night. After this night, he no longer argues that he is the greatest. He knows
that he is not.
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1 And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation
with the elders and scribes and the whole council. And they bound
Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate.255 2 And
Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”256 And he
answered him, “You have said so.” 3 And the chief priests accused
him of many things. 4 And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no
answer to make? See how many charges they bring against you.”
5 But Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed.257
6 Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for
whom they asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, who had
committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called
Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do
as he usually did for them.258 9 And he answered them, saying, “Do
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he
perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests had delivered
him up. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him
release for them Barabbas instead. 12 And Pilate again said to
them, “Then what shall I do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?” 13 And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” 14 And Pilate
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The Jewish leaders agree that Jesus must die. They have examined his life, his
teachings, his signs, and his claims, and they reject them all. Jesus is the stone
rejected by the builders (see Psalm 118:22). The rejection of the Christ is a great
crime. The Jewish leaders take Jesus to the Gentile governor. Thus, Jews and Gentiles
(represented by Pilate and the Roman soldiers) join together in the crucifixion
of Christ. He is killed by representatives of all the peoples of the earth. See the
comments of the Apostles in Acts 4:23-31. See also Psalm 2:1-3.
Mark emphasizes the fact that this trial and Jesus’ suffering and death are because
Jesus is the “King of the Jews”. This title is used in verses 2, 9, 12, 18, and 26. “King
of Israel” is used in verse 32. “Christ” is used in verse 32.
Jesus offers no defense because he wants to obey his Father and, thus, he wants to
die. Jesus’ obedience is because of his great love for the Father (see John 14:31). Jesus,
by refusing to argue on his own behalf, demonstrates that he is trusting in God, the
righteous judge, to do what is right: “He committed no sin, neither was deceit found
in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he
did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter
2:22-23). Jesus’ silence is a fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture (see Isaiah 53:7).
It isn’t just the Jewish leaders and Gentile rulers who are behind Jesus’ death. The
crowd, also, wants him to die. By their choice, they demonstrate that they prefer
rebellion (Barabbas) to righteousness ( Jesus). See also Acts 3:13-15.
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said to them, “Why, what evil has he done?”259 But they shouted
all the more, “Crucify him.” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he
delivered him to be crucified.260

16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters), and they called together the whole
battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting
together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they began
to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they were striking his
head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to
him.261 20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And they led him out to
crucify him.
21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was
coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus,262
to carry his cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered
him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.263 24 And they
crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for
259
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Pilate affirms that Jesus has committed no crime worthy of death. Pilate’s testimony
demonstrates that Christ is not dying for his own sins. He is dying for the sins of
others.
In verses 6-15, Mark deliberately compares Jesus with a man named Barabbas. He
wants his readers to consider their lives together. One of these men is to be released
and the other is to be killed. Barabbas should die. He is guilty. He is a rebel and
murderer. Jesus should live. He is innocent. However, the innocent man is killed
instead of the guilty man. Jesus takes the punishment that should have gone to
Barabbas. Because of Jesus’ death, Barabbas is allowed to go free. This is a small
picture of the gospel message. Each person who comes to Christ in faith is like
Barabbas. They are guilty, but righteous Jesus has died in their place. See, again, Acts
3:13-15.
The soldiers are mocking Jesus by dressing him as an earthly king. But Jesus isn’t like
other kings. As the heavenly warrior, fighting for his people, the true King doesn’t
wear royal robes to show how different he is from the people. Rather, he takes the
wounds of the people, showing that he has identified with them. The true King is
stripped naked and is “dressed” with bloody wounds on his back, bruises, and spittle
on his face. Never has a king been dressed in more magnificent “garments”. The royal
“garments” of the Christ are described poetically in Genesis 49:11 and Isaiah 63:1-3.
Mark’s words seem to indicate that his first readers would personally know Alexander
and Rufus. These two men are, because of their father’s involvement in carrying the
cross, additional “witnesses” of the crucifixion.
See Psalm 69:21.
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them, to decide what each should take.
25 And it was the third
hour when they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of the charge
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they
crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And
those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads265 and
saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in
three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!”266
31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one
another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let
the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we
may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled
him.

33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the
whole land until the ninth hour.267 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”268 35 And some of
the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And
someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and
gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will
come to take him down.”269 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and
breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
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See Psalm 22:18.
See Psalm 22:7 and Psalm 109:25.
Again, Jesus’ death is tied to the destruction of the temple.
The fact that there is darkness over the land is significant. According to the Old
Testament prophets, “darkness” is a sign of God’s judgment (see also Mark 13:24-25).
A sign of God’s judgment appears in the sky because the readers need to know that
God is pouring out his judgment on wickedness at this time. It is as if creation is
being reversed. We are seeing “de-creation”. God does this as he pours out his wrath
on Jesus. He will start his new creation with the resurrection of Christ.
Jesus is quoting the first verse from Psalm 22. However, he is not thinking of just
one verse. Jesus is almost certainly thinking of the entire Psalm. Based on Mark’s
earlier references to this Psalm, it is clear Mark wants his readers to see Psalm 22 as
connected to Jesus’ death.
Verses 35-36 demonstrate that those watching the crucifixion are confused. They
don’t understand what is happening, even when Jesus points them to Psalm 22—a
Psalm which clearly speaks of Christ’s crucifixion (and resurrection!). In the coming
days, they will hear, from the mouths of the Apostles, a clear explanation of what is
happening. See Acts 2:14-36, 3:11-26, and 4:1-22.
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from top to bottom.270 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing
him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this
man was the Son of God!”271

40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among
whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the
younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they
followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other
women who came up with him to Jerusalem.
42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation,
that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a
respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for
the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked
for the body of Jesus.272 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he
should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked
him whether he was already dead. 45 And when he learned from
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At the precise moment of Jesus’ death, Mark moves from the scene of the crucifixion
to the temple. He wants his readers to know that, at the precise moment of Jesus’
death, the curtain in the temple has been torn. This is not a coincidence. Mark wants
his readers to connect Jesus’ death with the tearing of the curtain. The fact that the
curtain is torn from the top demonstrates that heaven is the one tearing the curtain.
This tearing signals the end of the temple’s ministry. It also signals the beginning
of the age of the “new” temple, when people can boldly come into God’s presence
through Christ. In regard to the curtain being “torn”, see the note at Mark 1:10.
It is very significant that immediately after Jesus dies and the curtain in the temple
is torn, a Gentile “sinner” professes that Jesus is the Son of God. The curtain
was intended to keep unholy people from seeing and entering God’s presence.
Immediately after the curtain is torn, a Gentile “sees” the Son of God with eyes of
faith and gives him great praise. He is the only human in the book of Mark (aside
from Mark himself in Mark 1:1) to use this title in reference to Jesus. The “tearing” of
the curtain has opened the eyes of the blind! In regard to the title “Son of God”, see
the note at Mark 1:1.
Joseph is presented as someone who is “looking for the kingdom of God”. His desire
for the kingdom of God has led him to the body of Jesus! Indeed, his desire for the
kingdom of God seems to be the reason that he, unlike the other council members,
looked on Jesus favorably, and “took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus”. This is similar to how both Simeon (see Luke 2:25-35) and Anna
(see Luke 2:36-38) are described. Their desire for the kingdom of God led them, like
Joseph, to the King!

82

MARK 16

the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph.273
46 And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down,
wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been
cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the
tomb.

47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he
was laid.274

MARK 16
1 When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him.275 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to
one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been
rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb,276 they saw
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and
they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You

273

274

275

276

Mark emphasizes the fact that Jesus is dead. The witnesses of Jesus’ death are from
different “groups” of people: a Gentile centurion, Jewish women, a Jewish member of
the council, and the Gentile Roman governor.
The centurion sees Jesus die, and, by the words he speaks at the time of his death,
declares that Jesus is no longer living: “this man was the Son of God”. The women
see Jesus die and see where he is laid. A respected member of the council, Joseph
from Arimathea, acknowledges that Jesus is dead by asking for Jesus’ body. Pilate is
unsure of Jesus’ death until he questions the centurion. After Pilate questions the
centurion, Pilate demonstrates that he believes Jesus to be dead by giving his body
to Joseph. The centurion testifies to Pilate that Jesus is dead. Mark also testifies that
Jesus is dead by referring to Jesus’ body as a “corpse”. The gospel message requires the
death of the Son of God.
Notice Mark’s emphasis on the women who witness Christ’s death and see his tomb.
He clearly sees these women as significant in the story he is telling about the Son
of God. Mark’s positive references to women are different from how other ancient
cultures saw women. Mark’s words demonstrate that all people of faith in Christ are
significant and welcome in the kingdom of God. See Galatians 3:28-29.
The women going to the tomb do not believe Jesus is alive. They still do not
understand that Jesus will be raised. They want to anoint his body, which they believe
is still in the tomb. The resurrection is a surprise to all of Jesus’ followers.
The reason the stone is rolled away is not to let Jesus out of the tomb. Rather, it
is rolled away to let people into the tomb so that they might be witnesses to his
resurrection.
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seek Jesus of Nazareth,277 who was crucified. He has risen; he is not
here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples
and Peter278 that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will
see him, just as he told you.”279 8 And they went out and fled from
the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.280
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279
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It is surprising, especially after the centurion calls Jesus the “Son of God”, that the
angel speaks of Jesus using a very “earthly” title: “Jesus of Nazareth”. In fact, this
is the last title for Jesus used in the book of Mark. By emphasizing Jesus’ earthly
hometown (“Jesus of Nazareth”), the angel seems to be emphasizing that Jesus is,
even after his death and resurrection, a real person. He has a real body and is a real
man. He is not some sort of ghost. Christ’s resurrection is the guarantee that all those
who are in him will also be raised. Like the first piece of fruit picked off a healthy
fruit tree, Christ’s resurrected body is the first fruit (see 1 Corinthians 15:20) of the
resurrection. The “first fruit” (Christ) is proof that all the rest of the “fruit” (those who
are in Christ) will also be raised. Those who are in Christ will, like the resurrected
Christ, have real bodies. See 1 Corinthians 15.
By specifically mentioning Peter, the young man is declaring that Peter has been
forgiven for the sin of denying Christ. The Apostles, also, have been forgiven for the
sin of fleeing.
Mark concluded the previous chapter by introducing his readers to witnesses to prove
that Jesus had died. Mark concludes his book by introducing his readers to three different
witnesses to prove that Jesus is alive. The first witness Mark presents is a group of
women. It may seem surprising that Mark selects women to serve as the first human
witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection. Women were, in the first century, not considered to
be trustworthy witnesses in a trial. If Mark was inventing this story, it is not likely
he would have chosen women as his first witnesses. He would have chosen men of
high standing (certainly not former fishermen or tax collectors!), because they would
be considered to be more “reliable” witnesses. But he did choose women because that
is how the story truly happened (once again, Mark’s readers see that the kingdom
of God does not operate like the world). These women have the honor of being the
first human witnesses of Christ’s resurrection! But they aren’t the only witnesses
Mark presents. He also presents the empty tomb. The emptiness of the tomb also
testifies that Jesus is alive. Mark’s final witness is a “young man … dressed in a white
robe”. Mark wants his readers to think hard about the identity of this “young man”.
Why is this “young man” in the tomb? How did he get there? Where does he come
from? Why does he know all about Jesus and what he is about to do? Clearly, this
“young man” is an angel sent from heaven to help the people on earth. He isn’t sent
to raise Jesus from the dead. He is sent as a witness to his life! Mark provides a very
small sample of the witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection. These witnesses are enough,
however, for everyone to believe. Paul refers to other witnesses of the resurrection in
1 Corinthians 15:5-8. There is no excuse for anyone to doubt the resurrection.
Fear is a response frequently seen in Mark. See 4:41, 5:15, 33, 36, 6:50, 9:6, and 32.
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[Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include 16:9–20.]

281

9 [[Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared
first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons.
10 She went and told those who had been with him, as they
mourned and wept. 11 But when they heard that he was alive and
had been seen by her, they would not believe it.
12 After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as
they were walking into the country. 13 And they went back and told
the rest, but they did not believe them.
14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they
were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw
him after he had risen. 15 And he said to them, “Go into all the
world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe
will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who
believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new
tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they
drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands
on the sick, and they will recover.”
281

Verses 9-20 are not likely part of Mark’s original gospel. Factors leading scholars to
question the authenticity of verses 9-20 include: (1) some of the earliest and best
Greek manuscripts of Mark (the gospel was originally written in Greek) end at verse
8, (2) some of the Greek manuscripts that do include verses 9-20 include a note
indicating that these verses are not original, (3) some ancient Greek “fathers” (these
scholars and pastors lived after the time of the Apostles) commenting on Mark do
not seem to know of these additional verses, (4) the writing style in verses 9-20 is
very different from the rest of Mark. For these reasons, verses 9-20 are probably not
part of Mark’s original writing.
Verses 9-20 may have been “added” because verse 8 seems to be a very abrupt ending
to Mark’s book. But it is possible that the “abrupt ending” at verse 8 is how Mark
wanted to end this book. The ending is quite powerful. Mark tells his readers that
the stone has been rolled away. We see the women enter into the empty tomb. We
hear the angel testify that Jesus is alive. This gospel ends with the women leaving
the tomb, afraid because they do not know what will happen to them as a result of
Jesus’ resurrection. They do not see Jesus himself. Instead, they need to believe the
testimony from heaven about his resurrection. Those who follow Christ now are
like the women in Mark. We do not see Jesus himself. Instead, we need to believe
the testimony from heaven about his resurrection. We need to place our faith in a
resurrection that we haven’t seen.
Mark hasn’t, in all likelihood, cut the story short. His purpose was to tell the story of
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Mark 1:1). He has, with the resurrection,
told that story. His purpose wasn’t to tell the story of what happened to Jesus’
followers after his resurrection. That story is still being written.
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19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken
up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they
went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them
and confirmed the message by accompanying signs.]]
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Additional Bible Study Resources
from Hands to the Plow Ministries are
available at HandsToThePlow.org.
These materials include ...
The Book of Psalms with Study
Notes—a Preacher’s Guide to the Book
of Psalms (Psalms 1-19).
The Book of 1 Peter with Study
Notes—a Preacher’s Guide to the Book
of 1 Peter.
The Book of Revelation with Study
Notes—a Preacher’s Guide to the Book
of Revelation.
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